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For we know, that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made wife 
hunds, eternal in the heavens.——LI. Cor. v. 1. 


(Concluded from page 102 ) 


IV. But we pass to our last position; the exemplification of 
the knowledge we have been considering, in the ©bristian and 
ministerial character of our respected brother Manly. He pos- 
sessed the knowledge of which the Apostle speaks in our text. 
For many years he had made the Gospel his study. He had 
derived ipformation, concerning the important doctrines of Reli- 
gion, from this source of Divine Truth. He had applied these 
doctrines to his heact and life ; and, by a happy experience of 
their saving efficacy, he had been ‘ turned from darkness to light, 
and from the power of satay anto God.” And hence he knew, 
that he had ‘a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” He lived, and he died, in the full asew- 
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tance of a blessed immortality. Let us consider a few partien. 
lars, which support his claim to this assurance. 

And first, jet us censider tis rational and aniform piety. Iq 
early life, when but a youth, he became acqu sinted with the doe. 
frines of the Gospei, and was made the saject of grace, by whica 
he was happily converted anto God = ‘The traths of Christianity 
converted his mind, aud its grace transfermed his heart. Hence 
the actions of his liie, springing from a pure fountain, were uni. 
formly holy. For more than twenty years, both as a Christian 
and a minister, he maintaived a.onuormity of character in dis. 
eharging the duties of piety ° 
The governing principle of bis hedtt* was the love of God, 
This gave arational and pious direction to his passions, and sane. 
tity to the actions of os inte. Tt fired his heart’ with zeal for the 
glory of Gud, and led btm to reverence and adore the perfections 
of the Infinite Being. bt animated his public and privote devo. 
fions, inspired the full assorances@iehwpe, and spread through alt 
the powers of his mid! unspeakable delight © He possessed, ina 
high degree, the communication “ of the divine nature.” And 
hence his leve for God was pure and elevated. Saved, accord. 
ing to his prefession, from ail sin by this commanication, bis piety 
was of a higher order iban that of the most of professing Chris. 
tians. 

Vet let none sannose, that, therefore, he was not eminent for hu. 
mility. ‘Phis wasa distinguishing trait in his character, obvious 
in all the conduct of his lite Plain and simple ia his manners 
and conversatiorm, he gave proof that he had been with Jesus, and 
had learned of him who'was “ meek and lowly in heart.” 

He delighted in the duties of devotion, Te assemble in the 
house of God for the purpose of religious worship, was a duty 
which he not only felt bound to discharge, bat which he desired 
as heing pleasant to his soul. Here his pious heart took fire. En- 
raptured with considerations of infinite goodness, with what ani- 
mation did he celebrate the praise of God! or prestrate, in the 
deepest humility. before the throne of grace, with what fervor did 
he offer sapplicatiqns onte Flim ! 

_ Nor was his piety less conspicuous. when, as a minister of the 
Gospel, he offered the terms of salvation «> the children of men. 
Re preached not himself, “ but Christ Jesus the Lord.” Popular 
aonlause4vas not the object of his pursuit ; he soughi the glory of 
God, in the sélvation of his fellow beings. 

If we could fave followed him to the closet. where, in the ex- 
ercises of private devotion, he poured forth all the energies of his 
so!, ancLoffered the highest emotions of his heartunto God, we 
mic t have formed acorrect idea of his piety. 

Such piety, arising from correct ideas of the doctrines of Reli- 
gion, and frong the happy influence of those deetrines on the pas- 
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sions of his heart, justified his claim to the. knowledge professed 

in the text. He knew, because he had studied the Gospel and as- 

certained its truth, because he had felt its transforming power on 

his heart, that he ®had a building of Gud, an house not made 
ith hands, eternal in the heavens,” 

But secondly, let us consider his virtue. Hig study, in all bis 
condaci towards his fellouw-men, was “te do jusily and te love 
mercy.” 

Howesiy with him was a sacred prisciple, B5e violation of 
this principle, he considered, as being, not only impolitice, but 
higitl) degrading to human najuce, and & certain scarce Oo: mmise- 
ry more dicadfui than poverty, Sincerity dwelt io bis heart, and 
truth diopped irom his lips. His passions and affections were 
governed by the principles of justice ; and the actions of his lie 
shoue with the lustre of righteousness. 

A.guici and meek spiral was very conspicuous in the character 
of our dear deceased brother. , He balanced tis passions wiih the 
principles of trath; and settled the wregular emotions of his heart, 
with the weight of the love of God. You, my dear brethren, ve- 
ry well know, that he was remarkable for this character of the 
Christian. When did he return evil for evil, or railing for rail- 
ing? When was he seen contending with his fellow men, or 
concerned in matters of contentign uny further theb 4s a peace- 
maker ? 

In seriousness, as well as in other graces of the Christizn, it 
ws his happiness to excell, It is teue, he was cheertul ; but his 
cheerfulness was «ticuded with soch gravity avd di.nity, as be- 
came a minister of the Gospel. He was at the uiimost distance 
from lightness, io either his carriage or conversativn. Hence, he 
was both a pleasant and a usefal companion, 

Benevolence glowed in bis heart. He pitied the miseries of his 
fellow meu, aod endeavored to relieve them. His compassion 
was shown toy ards their bodies; but these did noi chiefly ovcu- 
py the bebes ofent feelings of his heart. He beheld their souls in 
ruin, and hasted to give them relief, by setting befure them the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For the purpose of preaching the Gospel to the lost and mise- 
rable sons of men, he left his relations and his home, and became 
a pilgrim and stranger inthe earth. He was a faithful itinerent 
preacher for seven years or more. His travels were extensive, 
and his sermons were delivered “ in the demonstration of the Spi- 
rit and of power.” He was not a flowery preacher; but he was 
plain andenergetic He felt the importance of his sabject; anc, 
o{ course, his sentiments were clothed in the language of leeling. 
It was a rare thing for him to have an unfeeling congregation ; 
for the ardor of his soul was communicated to his hearers. ‘The 
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labors of this man of God were not in vain; for the Lord owneg 
his ministry in the happy conversion of many sinners. 

When the affairs of his family constrained him to desist from 
travelling, he did not cease to * labor in the word and doctrine,” 
‘I'o bis neighbors he preached the Gospel with great success. Te 
many of these, as well as to many of those among whom he tra. 
velled, the memory of his name will be dear to the latest moments 
of their reflection. . 

Possessing a mind illuminated with the light of revelation, g 
heart renewed and sanctified by the influence of the Holy Sp rit, 
afid a life adorned with all the graces of the Christian character, 
our dear brother had an undoubted claim to an assurance of im. 
mortality and glory. He ‘ knew, that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were-dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ” 

But he is gone. He is no more. Our brother is dead !—Hy 
is alive! “His body indeed is dead ; but his soul triumphs in 
more exalted existence, and lives in a higher state of intellectual 
and moral excellence. And “the earthly house of this taberna- 
cle,” which is now in a state of dissolution, shall be, in the morn. 
ing of the resurrection, raised up “ a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

Of the truth of this we have no doubt; for as he lived, so he 
died, in the possession of the faith of Christ. During his last ill. 
ness, which was an inflammation of the brain,though, for the most 
part, he was delirious, yet he was perfectly innocent in all bis 
ramblings ; and in the moments of reason, be expressed himself, 
as enjoying perfect peace, and resignation to the will of God. 
The last words which he spake, were to this import : “ The Mas. 
ter is come. and calleth for thee. © glory, glory !” 

In the early ages of Christianity, the practice of preaching fa- 
neral sermons, probably suggested by the funeral orations of the 
wilitary department,* obtained in the Church. ‘These sermons 
were delivered at the interment of those who had been eminent. 
ly pious ; ant were intended to excite the living to imitate the | 
bright example of the religious dead. For this same purpose we 
have set before you, the character of our dear brother : and we 
call upon you all, to follow him as he followed Christ. 

My Christian brethren, inasmuch as ye know, that ye have an 
house eternal inthe heavens, be diligent, that ye may be found of 
God in peacepwitheut spot and blameless. Put your trust in God, 
Bear the afflictions of life with patience and submission ; with de- 
termined courage resist temptations to sin. Grow in the graces 
of the Spirit. Remember the time is short. A little while, and 
yg must also gather up your feet, and die to see God. 


¥ Noted by Rollin in his Ancient History. 
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To you in particular, who have been brought to the knowledge 
of the trath through the ministry of our dear departed brother, 
let me drop a word of advice. @ let me exhort you to diligence, 
and perseverance in the way of holiness. ‘* Hoid fast faith and a 
good conscience io the end. ‘Then when your fether im the 
Gospel, shali come, in the morning of the resurrection, rejoicing 
With his sheaves, ye will be found amongthem. 

But before we close, let us address those, who, in this congre- 
gation, remain impenitent. How long has God favored you 
with the visitations of his mercy ? How often has he warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come, and invited and persuaded 
you, to lay hold on the hope set before you inthe Gospel? how 
frequently has he sent the word of his grace unto you, by that 
dear minister of his, whose pale remains are now belore you ? 
Ye have heard the voice of this man of God—but ye shail bear 
itno more. He faithiully warned you of your danger ; tenderly 
‘entreated you to seek refuge in the blood of the Lamb ; and ter- 
vently supplicated a throne of grace that ye might receive salva- 
tion. But what effects have been wrought in you, by his warn- 
ings, entreaties, and supplications ? Are ye not now “ treasuiing 
up wrath eguinst the day of wrath, and revelation of the righie- 
ous judgment of God +r” His warnings were too honest, his en- 
treaties too warm, #nd bis prayers toe iull of zeal, perhaps to be 
relished by hearts like yours. ‘The sound of his voice was too 
harsh, because it denounced against you the curses of the law— 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power. Well, you shall hear bis voice no more in 
this world. His lips are closed in the silence of death. How- 
ever, you will hear his voice «gain—not then the voice of an am- 
bassador of Christ, a messenger of peace—but the voice of a swift 
witness against you, if ye live and die in yoor sins. O prevent 
the dreadful consequences of such a testimony by speedy “ re- 
pentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

If ye continue ‘mpenitent, the Gospel which now ofiers you 
pardon and peace, will then be cpened against you in tremendous 
peals of divine thunder. ~~ The Saviour of the world, who died 
for you, and who now pleads your cause, will then frown upon 
you in lowering fury, and drive y@@ from his presence into eter- 
nal darkness. QO delay not a moment—for a moment’s delay 
may ensure your destruction Haste unto the Lord Jesus, and 
obtain mercy through his blood. : 

To the relatives of the deceased, I would address myself in 
paren My dear friends, my heart sympathizes with yon— 

or God has touched you in a tender part. He has broken acun- 


cer the closest connections of social life, and inflicted the deepest 
wounds on the vital cords of friendship, the nerves of which have 
transmitted through all the circles of family association, sensaticns 
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go acutely painful as to exceed the powers of description: Henge 
a flood of sorrows has filled your hearts, and a flood ot ‘ears 
dissolved .your eyes —A brother—a father—a bus>and—a mip. 
ister isno more! Weep: for wis hynanisy, i! is Cartstianity, to 
weep oD such ab occasion—but we. p not as those who have ng 
hope. Let not your hearts be greatly trouoled. God w ao or. 
ders all things well, hath taken from you, your dearuriend. Be. 
lieve that he did it im mercy—and be resigned. Weep not as 
those wko have no hope. ‘rust in the arm of Divine Proy;, 
dence, and the grace of the Son of God. Be taiinful, and ihe 
Lord will provide for you. Ye shall not sustain, while ye trag 
in him, the privation of his grace, or suffer the loss of the succors 
of his providence. He who hath said, * leave thy fatherless chil. 
dren, and I will preserve them alive, and let thy widows trust ip 
me,” will not fail to sustain you through all the difficulties of ba. 
man life, and to ca!l you, after ye have done and suflered his will, 
to join those who have gone before you, inthe kingdom of eter. 
no life Then will ye dwell together for ever, in that “ house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” May God grant 
us all a happy residence in that building of God on high, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord : to whom, with.the Father and the Sp) 
rit, be honor and dominion world without end.—Amen, 


VITAL RELIGION. 
(No. IV.) 


Tt is attended with the love of God. 


Te fear of God we have seen in a former number, must er: 
ist in the heart of the man who enjoys vital Religion. ‘Ihis pow- 
erful principle of action, is inSeparable from piety and virtue. But 
it is not more essentially requisite to godliness, nor more influen- 
tial in directing the life of the righteous man, than the love of God. 
And if we judge correctly, it is less noble and generous in its na- 
ture, less powerful in operation and effect, and less productive of 
comfort and consolation, than that flame of love for God, which 
burns in the hearts of the followers of Christ Jesus. 

The Religion of Jesus cannot exist, in life and power, without 
the love of God. For wherever its life is enjoyed, and its power 
felt, there, the mind must be under the influence of truth, and the 





151 


heart directed by the grace of the Spirit. And as truth and grace 
niust perfectly agree together, there must be an agreement be- 
tween the judgment, and the passions of that man, who has sub- 
mitted to the truth and grace of the Gospel. Supreme love to God 
most be a necessary copsequence. For the light of Gospel trath 
discovers the Divine character, under the most beautiful and love- 
ly aspect, ‘Phe anderstanding of the Christian must, therefore, 
approve of the natere and perfections of God, and be pleased and 
evamored with him, as being infinitely more desirable than any 
other object ; while the heart, corresponding in its nature and 
affections with the views of the mind, wil! exert all its energies 
to place supreme affection on a being, so werthy of its utmost re- 

ard. Thus we see, that the love of God mast be exercised by 
that heart which is im possesion of true Religion. 

We love God because he first loved us, and shed his love 
ébroad in our heart by the Holy His holy loving nature is im- 
pected to us, and diffused through all our powers, by supernatural 
agency, throngh faith in the blood of Christ ; and in eonsequence 
of this, we are enabled to love him. H the love of God, the di- 
vine nature, were not imparted unto us, we should not have pow- 
er to love God; for by nature we are alienated from God, and 
enemies to him in our minds by wicked works. Our alienation 
fo him. and our enmity against him, must be removed, and our 
hearts must be restored to his moral image, by having bis love 
shed abroad in them, before we can ‘set our affections upon bim- 
In the possession of vital Religion, we enjoy at least a partial re- 
storation to the moral image of God ; for that Religion, in whiel 
no assimilation to the moral pericctions of Deity is enjoyed, must 
be destitute of power and vitality. In that proportion the leve of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts, we are saved from moral pol- 
lution ; and in the same proportion. we are enabled to love God. 
When the blood of Christ cleanses as from all sin, and the love of 
God, diffused through all our ransomed powers, restores us en- 
tirely to the likeness of God in righteousness and true holiness ; 
then we shall love the Lord our God with ail our heart. 

Numerous and powerful are the motives, which ought to influ- 
ence us to love God; and were their weight duly appreciated 
and felt, our hearts would burn withi#n inextinguishable flame of 
holy love to thet Being, who is infinitely beautiful and excellent 
in himself—whose kindness towards us is astonishingly great— 
and whose promise holds out a crown of life, to all them who love 
him and keep his cornmandments. 

No object of love is worthy of smpreme affection but God ; be- 
cause he alone is possessed of infinite excellence. No being ean 
compare with him for beauty and loveliness. ‘The eminence of 
his perfections, the splendor of his glory, the harmony of his attri« 
butes, the holiness of his nature, the richness of his grace, the 
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boundléss nature of his goodness, the tenderness of his compas. 
sion and mercy, and the amiabieness of his character, render him 
infinitely desirable—an object of the highest adoration and affee. 
tion. It is impossible for a rational being, not poliuted in his 
moral powers, to contemplate, in the light of trath, the excel. 
lencies of Jehovah, and not be affected with the loveliness of his 
character, He must be powerfully and sweetly drawn toward 
him, who is uncreated beauty, eternal truth and rigiteousness, 
the centre of all perfection, the fountain of ail felicity The mag 
who is under the benign influence of Religion, feels, when he ap. 
proaches God and contemplates his glory, perfection, and love, 
the sirongest love, the most intense passion, an inextinguishable 
flame, for the Lord his God. ‘ O thou! who art the desire of 
my heart, let me seethy glory ; let me behold the light of thy 
countenance ; for it is better to, me than life itself. Let me see 
the smiles of thy face, for thy favor is more desirable to me than 
all the beayties of creation, Let me hear the voice of thy moath, 
for thy words are sweeter than honey or the honey comb. 0! 
manifest thy love unto me; let me know that thou lovest me; 
that thou wilt make me thine for ever ; and I shall be satisfied, 
Thy love is all I desire, thea fountain of excellence, of being. and 
of happiness. ‘Thou art my portion for ever; my exceedingly 
great and eternal reward.” Such is the language of a soul, which 
beholds the excellence and beauty of the Divine Being. That 
Jove of God which fires the heart of the real Christian, is the most 
delightful, and the most rational of all sentiments ; perfectly con- 
sistent with the purest reason, and the hizhest intellectual attain. 
ments. The brightest seraph, the tallest archangel, is the most 
enraptured with the GREAT I AM The more elevated our 
rational powers, when our passions correspond with them, the 
more shall we love the Lord our God, and delight ourselves in 
his holy presence _It is impossible, in the very nature of things; 
for a rational being, not degenerated in heart, to resist the all- 
powerful beauty and excellence of God. O that we may disco. 
ver the glory of his essential perfections! ‘The mild and lovely 
brightness of which will produce a pure and ardent flame in our 
hearts, and fill us with raptures unspeakable in the Holy Ghost 
Lord, let thy light shine upon us, that we may see thy glory.— 
Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS 
ON THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 


MEDITATION IV. 


The happiness of heaven not interrupted with such miseries, as 
arise from the corruption of human society. 


I ait surrounded with a variety of evils. The material world 
which I inhabit is in a staté of disorder ; and this body, to vhich 
my soal is united, having lost its original excellence, is subject to 
aiffiction and death. How great, how numerous the miseries re- 
sulting from these causes! But I have beheld, in my former 
meditations, that world of bliss to which I aspire, as being free 
from all these evils. 

There is also another characteristic belonging to that happy 
place, with which my soul is greatly delighted. That world is 
not cutsed with a corrupted state of society. The inhabitants are 
all holy, friendly, and kind. They are assimilated into the same 
divine nature—they possess the same holy views—enjoy access 
to the samé fountain of uncorrupted felicity—and are associated 
under the bonds of eternal friendship. No erroneous principle 
destroys the unity of their holy sentiments; no selfish passion 
impairs the perfection of thei¢ friendship, or interrupts the cordi- 
ality of their union ; no jarring string breaks the harmony of the 
celestial society.. Oye happy people! ye peaceful nations of the 
world on high! united to God. united to one another, in pure and 
everlasting love; how gladly wonld I bid adieu to this world, to 
be admitted into your society, and to enjoy your love and friend- 
ship for ever! ‘To mingle my soul in the tenderest sentiments, the 
sweetest affections, with the souls of the saints, is pleasurable be- 
yond description: The thought now makes my heart thrill with 
delicious sensations ; and the hope of knowing what it is one day, 
is worth more than a thousand material worlds. 

For here human society presents such a scene as chills the blood 
of the feeling heart. Corruption reigns in all the associations of 
men, and inundates human life with a flood of miseries. But in- 
to the society of the saints and angels of God, corruption has nev- 
er made its entrance, nor scattered the seeds of biiterncss and 
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The felicity of beaven is not interrupted by ths blasphemies of 
impit¢ty. ‘Phe society of the blessed entertain the highest vene. 
ration for the name of te Great Eternal. The character of God 
inspires them with reverence, gratitude and love, more elevated 
{ban mortals know. No bold and presamptuously daring blas- 
phemer mingles with the children of glory. Here I am some. 
times stunned with profane oaths. and smprecations from the lips 
of the impious wretch, who sports with that name which fills the 
armies of heaven with the deepest dread. How has my heart 
been pained, when I have heard the sons of wickedness defy om- 
niputence! My soul has been filled with horror: trembling seiz. 
ed upen me; and £ steod astonished to think, that. such insolent 
madness should exist in the hearts of mortals. ‘T'o dwell among 
sinners, attd hear their blasphemous language, is 4 grievous thing 
to the godly man.» But from this misery IL shail. be entirely de. 
Some whet I énter thy gates celestial Jerusalem—for in thee 


nothing unholy shall ever dwell. _ Aseriptions of praise, and no; 
blusphemies, will fer ever employ the tongues of thine immortal 
inhabitants, Glory be unto the king of Zion, who has promised 
to gather his chosen sons from among the children of iniquity, and 
give them a kingdom wherein dwelleih righteousness. QO! how 
I long to be freed the presence and conversation of wicked men! 
To join the bo! assembly of the first born, the spirits of just men 


made perfect, the innumerable company. of, angels, and hear songs 
of praise to God, instead of the obscene and profene language ai 
sinners on earth, is the felicity to which my soul aspires. 

How grievous is it to dwell among sinners !—they profane the 
Sabbath of the Lord—they neglect the worship of God —deny 
the truth of his word—reject the offers of mercy—treat the threat. 
enings of justice with contempt—despise the ministers of the Gos. 
pel—persecute the sons of faith—give themselves up to dissipa- 
tion—and engage in acts of injustice and creelty. ‘* Mine eyes 
sun down withpivers of water, because they keep not thy law.” 
But thanks be unto God, ‘the ungodly shall not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.” The 
peace and happiness of the people of God, shal! not be disturbed, 
in the world to come, with the workers ofiniquity. The righte- 
eus Only shall inherit the kingdom ef God. .O my soul, if thoa 
art so happy as to wash thy robes, and make them white, in the 
blood of the Lamb, thou shalt shortly be vexed fio more with the 
transgressions of the wicked. Holy habitation of righteousness, 
peacefyl dwelling of the people of truth, Dlong.to tread thy plains, 
and mingle with the sons of grace. in whose heart there is no 
guile. No more then shall I behold the abominations of angod- 
ly men: no more shall I weep, because of the wickedness of thé 
earth. I shall dwell with the people of holiness, and be for evet 


happy in the society of the wise and the good. P 
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he principles of oppression, carried iato praciical operation ig 

gratily ambition, pride and cruelty, vex not the immortal sons 0} 
God. The children of light. fear not the rage of tyrants. The 
yoke of bondage, the chains of slavery, they teel not, they never 
shall feel them. . They yield not part of their freedom to secure 
the rest. Perfect liberty is their prerogative. They enjoy com- 
plete protection and security under the eee ba of the Prince 
of Peace. ‘They are the happy subjectsof a kingdom, where 
righteousness and felicity reign in uningerrapted harmony. There 
the principles of reetityde, ia all the energy of eterna! obligation, 
extend their influence, to give fullness of bappiness to the holy in- 
habitants. The mild, the good, the blessed Jesus is their sove- 
reign and their friend—their life, their glory, and thejr portion 
forever. QO! lethim be mine! Let me dwell in that kingdom 
which is not of tpig world ; a kingdom of truth, of immortality 
and life. 

That kingdom is not disturbed with national jealonsies and an- 
imosities. A thirst for power and vain-glory fires no one’s breast 
in the realms of eternal peace andlove. ‘Those happy plains are 
not covered with hosts marshalled in hostile array, and determin- 
ed, like the armies of earth, to blot each other from the list of life. 
and spread horror and ruia around wherever they march. O! 
how dreadful is the state of society on earth! The most diaboii- 
cal passions set the tribes of Adam in a staie of high ferment, 
kindle the flames of war, and let loose vengeance Jike that of the 
infernal regions, upen the fruits of industry and peace, upon the 
liberty and life of men, But the inhabitants of heaven, being 
filled with the fullness of the love of God, are the children of 
peace. They know nothing ofjealousies, animosilies, cruelty and 
revenge. ‘They delight in communicating pleasure to the utmost 
of their power. They seck glory and honor in actions of kindness 
and love—and in®such actions they find that high enjoyment 
which philanthropy imparts to its possessors. 

No selfish principle weakens the union, and vitiates the senti- 
ments of the blessed society of heaven. Disinterested goodness 
is arare thing on earth. But itis the great principle of the socic- 
of the saints in light. Their utmost desires are granted them. 
They have no wants—they can have none—for they are filled 
with the happiness of God. . They are therefore elevated above 
every selfish sentiment ; and enjoy all the delightful influence of 
disinterested benevolence. O happy beings! O glorious socie. 
ty! My souls burns to be with them—and to enjoy that exqui- 
site felicity which is the portion of the people of God. 

The abominable feelings of covetousness, and the base practices 
of fraud and deception, are not Known in the world on high. 
There all is generosity, sincerity and truth. Every heart glows 


156 


with the warmest, the noblest feelings of benevolence and affeo, 
tion. 

The bonds of friendship by which the sons of glory are united, 
are pure as the light of heaven, permanent as the throne of God, 
and lasting as the pillars of the eternal world They are not like 
the ties of earthly friendship, which are frequently wasted by the 
influence of familiarity, broken by the changes of fortane, and 
turned into disgust by disappointment in the objects of regard, 
No lesgth of time, no familiar intimaey, will weaken the friend. 
ship of the saints, No adverse fortune shall ever reach them; 
no dissppointment in the objects of their friendly regard can ever 
be known by them, 10 occasion the least degree of disgust. Ever 
satisfied and pleased with each other, and ever rising in excel- 
lence and glory, their friendship will encrease through the ages 
of eternity. God grant us the happiness of heaveu through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.— Amen. 


AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGINAL SIN. 
(No IV.) 


T nE unavoidable consequences of transgression in Adam were 
guilt and depravity. ‘Fhis trath pressed itself apon me with great 
force of evidence, when I considered the nataral tendency of vio- 
lating mora! obligation * It received further confirmation from 
examining the agcount, which the sacred historian gives respect- 
ing Adam immediately after the fall.t 

According to the original principles of nature, man became an 
object of ihe displeasure of God, 3s soon as he transgressed against 
‘him ; because he became guilty and depraved. However, I must 
cautiously avoid the idea, that man in his primeval state wes i 
such a condition God did not create him io guilt and depravity, 
that he might be an object of the vengeance of heaven. 

It was not a malicious principle that gave existence to the race 
of man. God islove. Infinite benevolence to communicate hap- 
piness, exerted creative power to give existence to man. 

Creation in a state of guilt isimpossible. For guilt implies vo- 
luntary action; and such action implies previous existence. 


* See the first and second numbers on this subject. 
+ See the third number, 
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was therefore impossible, in the very nature of things, to form @ 
rational being in a condition of guilt, 

Neither was he created in a state of moral depravity. For such 
depravity, according to the principles of truth, cannot arise in a 
rational being without violation of moral obligation, unio which 
previous existence is necessary. 

Besides these considerations, the charatter of God wil! not suf- 
fer me to suppose for a moment, that man was crewed wither gully 
orimpure, Such a supposition, were there ue contradiction in it, 
would charge my Maker with more than tolly—it would charge 
him with a malicious design of introducing wickeduess into ine 
world, for the horrid purpose of having ab opportunity of infircc- 
ing on men the most awful punishment. 

i am also persuaded, that neither the na/ure of man in his pri- 
meval state, nor the nature of the law he was under, nor the xa- 
ture of the objects with which he was surrounded, was such, as 
unavoidably led him to violate the commandmentof God. Man 
originally possessed power to do good, and had a strong inclina- 
tion to holiness ; but in the possession of moral liberty, he also had 

wer to do evil. The abuse of this power in disobedience, ren- 
we him guilty, depraved, and obnoxious to the indignation of 

But what were the consequences of Adam’s disobedience in re- 
Jation to his posterity ? 1 ought to consider this question with zl] 
possible attention and candor ; because it is of the utmost impor- 
tance. In my former inquiries I have been led to conclude, that 
Adam was guilty and depraved ; and that his posterity by nature, 
is in a like condition. But it is necessary for me to examine the 
evidence, which goes to establish this doctrine. 

The Apostle Paul has informed me, that we were by nature 
the children of wrath.* Now if by nature we are the children 
of wrath, then we must also be by nature the children of guilt and 
depravity. For God cannot be displeased with innocent and hio- 
ly beings. Guilt and pollution are necessary to constitute man- 
kind the children of wrath. God is angry with the wicked—but 
he cannot be angry with those who have not contracted guilt aud 
epcevity through transgression. 

very transgressor must be by nature a child of wrath—be- 
eause he must be by nature a child of guilt and corruption. Ac- 
cording to the principles of nature, no moral being can violate the 
laws obligatory upon him, withoat rendering himself guilty, cor- 
rupting his heart, and exposing himself tothe displeasure of his 

Maker, According to the nature of the law of God, every trans- 

gressor must be guilty—according te his own moral nature, ke 

wust be polluted—and according to the holy nature of God, he 


* Eph. ii. 3, 
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must be eondemned and exposed to punishment. Therefore ay, 
ry transgressor is a child of wrath dy nature ; it is the natural 
consequence of transgression to expose to divine indignation, 

Now as all the sons of Adam have descended from him accor. 
ding to the principles of nature, they must be by nature in that 
condition in which he was placed by transgresssion—they, must 
be guilty and depraved. 

In examining the condition and character of mam after the fall, 
in regard to naiual principles, the original constitution of things, 
I must consider him as being a sinner ; and as a sinner, he mus 
be guilty and polluted. And in the same light, according to the 
same printiples, 1 must view his posterity. 

For original law could contain no provision for the remission of 
guilt, orthe removal of pollution; because it arose from the na. 
ture and relations of man in a state of innocence, and therefore 
could have no reference to disobedience except eontaining the 
threatening of punishment against it. ‘That lew of God, which 
was binding on Adam in Paradise, was rendered weak to save 
through the flesh. The gratification of that fleshly appetite in 
which the first act of disobedience was performed, armed indeed 
the law with awful power to destroy—bat it took trom it all pow. 
er fo save. ‘That law being founded on the rational nature of 
man, cannot cease to exist, or be altered in its principles, so long 
as ihe rational nature of man shall continue in being. Therefore, 
if no intervention of grace had taken piace, man must have been 
for ever considered a sinner, according to the principles of natural 
Jaw. That I ought to consider the posterity of Adam as being 
by nature in the same condition, will appear from this truth, that 
they come into personal existence by natural generation, accor. 
ding to the original constitution of haman nature, according to 
these principles which God established under natural law. It is 
true, grace afforded an opportunity for the operation of those prio- 
ciples in the production of the human race, by giving respite from 
the exccution of the curse of the law ; but it did not destroy or 
alter those principles. They were founded in eternal truth and 
righteousness. Grace is not contrary to truth and righteousness. 
Tt could not, therefore, destroy or alter those pringiples which 
were founded in the truth and righteousness of God, The pos- 
terity of Adam, therefore, must be by nature in that condition, 
into which he fell through transgression. The only character 
which mankind can by nature sustain, according to truth, is that 
of sinners. If they sustain any other character, it is not by na- 
ture, but by grace. That. which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is horn of the Spirit is spirit. The first is by 
nature, according to the principles of natural generation ; the se¢- 
cond is by grace, according to the principles of regeneration, un- 
der the surernataral influence of the Holy Ghost. Mankind by 





ature are‘déad in trespasses und sins.* They ave dead in tres: 
passes ; guilty, and condemued to eternal death, by original law, 
for trespasses against its obligations. They are dead in sins ; 
destitute of the life of God, by reason of the sinful passions and 
dispositions of their hearts. ‘Therefore whoever possesses any 
other nature, or bears any other character, than that ef a sinner; 


does it not by nature, but by the grace of Ged. 


* Eph, ii. 1. 


EVENING WALKS. 
(No. IV.) 


‘To the man of contemplation, the scenery of nature affords 
prospects grand and highly interesting. He is struck with aston- 
ishment, when he considers the magnitude and beauty ef visible 
objects.. The mountains and the vallies, the rivers and the occans, 
which diversify the face of the earth, afford such a variciy of inte- 
resting appearances. as must strongly afiect his mind. When he 
lifts his eyes towards the heavens, and beholds the brightness of 
the firmament, the morn walking in splendor,and the stars spark. 
ling through the vast expanse, he must feel the pleasarable sen- 
sations of his heart greatly increased, by the magnificcnee and 
sublimity of the view. Such emotions become peculiarly sweet, 
unspeakably delicious, whenever they arise in a heart under the 
benign influence of piety: This inflaence inspires greatness and 
dignity of thought, and strength and purity of imagination ; be- 
cause it leads the mind to be oceupied with the things of eternity ; 
the vastness and importance of which, call forth the utmost ener. 
gies of the mind; and the moral excellence of which, inspires 
the highest sentiments of holiness. 

In beholding these grand objects, I am led to eonsider theic 
Almighty Creator, who has impressed upon them his awn cha- 
racter. This book of nature, written by the hand of God, and 
open to the view of all, exhibits the glory of God, to the humble 
inquirer after truth, who sees more and more his own impertec- 
tions, as he becomes more acquainted with the nature and perfec 
tions of Jehovah. He studies nature, that he may find nature’s 
God. Not like the proud philosepher, who ranges the fields of 
sdiénce, and studies the mysterious operation of nature, withous 
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making one solitary inquiry respecting the Acthor of the wonder 
with which he finds himself surrounded. ‘This last character-be. 
coming vain in the imaginations of his heart, and proud of the 
scraps of the philosophic knowledge he has picked up here and 
there, neglects the more important doctrines of religion, perhaps, 
despises and rejects them, as being beneath the notice of a phi. 
losopher. ‘Thus in the midst of his scientific speculations, he re. 
mains a fool with regard to the most important knowledge—the 
knowledge of himself, and of God. But the man who contem. 
pletes the works of creation like the pious David, sees God in 
every object which passes before him, He learns to know him. 
self and his Maker. He discovers a little respecting the Author 
of nature, by studying the frame of the universe, and remarking 
the operations of the material world—bot thirsting for divine 
knowledge, he has recourse chiefly to the fountain of wisdom, 
open in the Word of revelation. In that treasure of divine truth, 
he finds whatever is necessary to his salvation. ‘There he dis. 
covers his own condition by natare ; the Love of God in giving 
his Son to die for the world ; the riches of grace manifested to the 
world in the atonement made by Jesus Christ ; the aid of the 
Spirit ; the necessity of an entire renovation of his nature to pre. © 
pare him for heavenly glory ; and the means to be used to obtain 
the accomplishment of the purpose of redemption through the Son 
of God. He learns all things necessary to his happiness here 
and hereafter. He becomes divinely illuminated, graciously quick- 
ened. and abundantly comforted with the grace of God. 

How excellent is the Word of life! It is worth more than all 
the treasures of homan knowledge. All the riches of the world 
are not to he compared with it. In this pure stream I drink the 
ve of eternal truth, and rejoice in the knowledge of the most 

igh. 
‘How consistent is the Word of God in all its parts! Such per- 
fect connexion. harmony and excellence, we cannot find in any 
other book. Human-genius, however great, is attended with 
some degree of imperfection ; and of course haman productions, 
are always more or less imperfect. But the Law of the Lordis 
perfect, converting the soul 

There is a heavenly simplicity in the precepts of the Gospel, 
which recommends our holy religion to the conscience of car 
reasanable man. ‘Phe obligations of Christiznity are so excerd- 
ingly plain, and easy to be anderstood, that every one, even o 
the meanest capacity. may understand the duties required of him. 

The commands of Jesus are not only pliin ; but they are 2d- 
dressed to the heart with such force, and pressed upon the con 
ecience with such weighty motives, ag must he felt by all who do 
not harden themscives against the graee of God. 
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While f consider the plainness of revealed religion, I cannot 
admire its sublimity, so happily united with its simplicity. 
There is an-elevation in the conceptions, and a grandeur in the 
diction of the inspired-penmen, which I find in no other compo- 
sitions, .A divine afimation, the fire of heaven, distinguishes their 
addresses, and marks them as the subjects of supernatural inspi- 
ration. m9 ‘ 

What sweetness do I find in the songs of Zion! They move 
all the soul; they warm and purify the affections ; they elevate 
the mind to God; while they inspire the sweet and rapturous sens 
sations of fervent piety. 7. 

' Give me the God! This will suffice—beeause it teach- 
es me the way to happiness and glory. . Human productions are 
often of considerable advantage—but their value is not to be com- 
pared to the Holy Bible. "O Lord, enlighten mifie eyes to see 
the wonders contained in thy Word, Enable me to understand 
its doctrines ; to submit to all its requisitions ; to put absolute con- 
fidence in. its truth ; to embrace all its promises with a heart of 
faith; and to live aecording to the purity of its laws of love. Un- 
der its benign inflaence, assimilate me into thine image, Holy 
Jesus ; that I —_ enjoy thy gracious:presence, and come at last 
to thine immortal Kingdom. The heavens declare thy glory, 
and the:firmament showeth forth thy handy work ; bat it is in 
the Gospel, that I learn the riches of the grace of God. There 
the light of the glory of God beams from thy face in the mildest 
splendor, In the effulgence of thy grace, I stand overwhelmed 
with astonishment; and adore, while I read the pages of inspira- 
tion, that love which pitied and redeemed a guiliy world. It was 
thy blood, O blessed Jesus ! shed for the sins of men, it was thy 
blood, which gave life tothe world. ‘The merit of thy death has 
satisfied the justice of heaven—and obtained for the sons of faith, 
an inheritance incorruptible at the right hand of God. The me- 
rit of thy blood is all my plea before God—in that precious stream 
which flowed so freely from thy heart, I have washed away my 
guilt. © help meto wash away in the same stream, all the cor- 
raptions of my heart. -Thy blood cleanses from all sin. Let mé 
know all its virtue. — Amen. 
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#HOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH: 


(PART IL) - 


During the Jewish Dispensation. 


THz sanctification of the seventh day, which was appointed in 
the time of man’s primeval innocence, must have continued to be 
an institution of constant obligation through the succeeding ages, 
which intervened between the fall of nan and the pablication of 
the moral law at Mount Sinai; since we find no repeal of the 
original command in the books of Moses. 

hen a summary of the moral law was promulgated to the Is. 
raelites at the Holy Mount, and inscribed by the finger of God on 
tables of stone, we find this original command of a Sabbath bear. 
ing a conspicuoas part if the sacred code. ‘The fourth command. 
ment explains and efiforces this first institution of God to map. 
Rememibér the Sabbath day to keep tt holy : or, as it is expressed 
by Moses, when recapitulating the commands in the book of Dea- 
teronomy, Keefi the Sabbath day, to sanoTiFy it — Deut. v. 12. 
Let as then inquire, what are the duties of the day, and what the 
limitations of those duties, as they ate to be found in the Scripture 
during the Jéwish Dispensation. 

The fourth commandment Shows that we are to abstain from 
our ordinary worldly calling and employments, which it is our 
duty to pursde,on the other six days, with diligence. Six days 
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbathof the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do any work. 
Exod. xx 9, 10. ! 

We are commanded also to use our endeavors, that this day be 
sanctified by all over whom we have authority or influence : Thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant. nor thy maid. 
servant, nor thy cattle,nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. 
ib,10 We. are not. therefore, to permit the works of our ordi- 
nary worldly occupation to be carried on by others on oar behalf; 
‘ but we ought to put the same restraints upon those who are under 
our control, which our duty requires us to put apon ourselves. 

The supreme Legislator has given as, by the prophet Isaiah, 2 
Still more ample account of the duties implied in the sanctification 
of the Sabbath. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and call ihe Sabbath ¢ 
dthght, the holy of the Lord. honorable, and shalt honor him; 
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not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nev 
aking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord, &c. \viii. 13. : 4 

This passageef Scripture deserves to be stadied with peculiar 
attention, as it not only describes the duties of the day, but also 
the temper of mind with which they are to be performed. 

The prophet arranges the command under three heads. The 
first is, that we are not to do our own Ways, which relates chiefly, 
I apprehend, to our worldly business, as is largely set fortla in the 
fourth commandment. 

The second, that we are not to find our own pleasure on the 
Sabbath: It is not to be a day of merriment, of sports, and pas- 
times, or of mere amusement. All those ways of spending the 
Sabbath, which are contrived for the purpose of sensual pleasure, 
are'to beavoided; though the temperate refreshment of the body 
is not forbidden. It isto be a day of rest from bodily labor; but 
nota season of mere animal recreation. It is unnecessary, and 
indeed impossible, to enumerate the various species of pleasure 
which are forbidden on this day ; but as every one knows what 
is meant by a day of sensual pleasure, so every one may judge 
what is forbidden under this head. 

Thirdly, we afe’forbidden to speak ourown words. Thecon- 
versation ought to be suited to the sacred offices of the day. For 
as we are prohibited from pursuing our ordinary labors on the 
Sabbath, so are we also prohibited from making them the sub- 
jects of our discourse, We cease from our own words, when we 
confine our conversation to sabjeets of a religious or moral nature ; 
when we employ our time in instructing our dependents, our chil- 
dren and servants, or in edifying communication with our equals. 

Though these three injunctions are expressed in the negative 
form, yet, (according to a well known rule of interpreting Serip- 
tare, a rale derived from the Scriptures themselves) we must un- 
derstand them as enjoining the opposite condact. ' 

This beautiful passage of the Prophet teaches us also, what 
ought to be the temper of our minds in these holy exercises. Far 
from being weary of the spiritual employments of the Sabbath, 
we ought to account them our pleasure, and call the Sabbath a 
DELIGHT, as well as holy of the Lord. This day we are to 
esteem honorable, above all others. We are then peculiarly to 
honor utm, whose bounty created us, whose long suffering hath 
préserved us, and whose unsearchable goodness has provided a 
way for our eternal redemption. ‘Thus is the nature of the duty 
of sanctifying the Sabbath pointed out with the utmost cleat vess. 

A limitation, however, is sometimes put, by the infirmities of 
our fallen nature, to some.of the exercises which ought, when we 
are unrestrained, to occupy us on this sacred day. Sickness may 
confine us to our beds, when we should otherwise be engaged in 
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bli¢ worship; and, in such occasional. interrupiions, we may 
require the attepuion and assistance of others, ‘lhe Lord, by de, 
claring that he prefers mercy to'sacrifice, has pointed out our duty 
on these occasions... Whatever the necessitiesof our nature, as the 
relief of hunget,or aid in sickness, may require, must be consid. 
ered as consistent with the sanctification et the Sabbath. Our 
Saviqar, by his precepts and example, has completely illustrated 
this part of the subject. , } 

Here it is proper to observe, that God sent forth his Son, 
MADE UNDER THE Law. Cbrist lived and died under the Jew. 
ish Dispensation. By his expositions of the moral law, he point. 
ed out its real nature and extent; but niade no alterations in it, 
When he declared that acts of necessity and charity were suita. 
ble to the Sabbath, he introdaced no new doctrive, but appealed 
to the Jews themselves respecting the truth of what be taught, 
Jesus spake unto the lawyers and pharisees, saying, Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath day? And they held their peace. Lake 
xiv. 3% . The question undoubtedly was of this import: Is it 
agrecable to the law of God, as delivered by Moses? Is it con. 
sistent with the fourth commandment, and with the illustration of 
that commundment by the holy prophets? ‘The silence of the 
Jewish rulers was a tacit acknowledgement, that such acts of 
mercy were consistent, with the due observance of the Sabbath. 

If the ordinary employment of any person consists in those acts 
which the proper daties of the Sabbath require, or which are al 
Jowed on that day, they certainly cannot be considered as ip- 
fringementsof the fourth commandment. The blessed Jesus ap. 
pealed to the law of Moses on this head. Have ye not read mw 
the law, how that om the Subbcth day, the priests in the Temple 
profane the Sabbuih, and aie blameiess ? Matt xii. 5. 

Qar Saviour also taught, that it is consonant to the law of God 
to take a due care even of the brute creation on the Sabbath, much 
more of our fellow-ereatures ; and on this ground he reproved 
the indignant ruler of the synagogue, who wished to represent 
our Saviour’s healing the diseased as a work forbidden on the 
S»bbath day. Zhou Aypocrite, doti each one of you on the Sab- 
bath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him to water. 
ing? And again, te the lawyers and pharisees, Which of you 
shall have an ass or an ow Poesy into a pit; and will not strait. 
away pull him out on the Sabbath day#® dad they could not an- 
swer him agam to these things. Loke xiii._.15.xiv. 3. 

‘These passages of Scripture clearly, prove, that our Lord was 
not introdueing any relaxation of the Sabbath, suited to the ge- 
nius of the Gospel dispensation ;, but that he was speaking the 
Janguage of the law. as delivered to the Jews ; and showing, that 
acis of necessity, of merey, and compassion, were duties suited 
to the strictest observance of the Sabbath. If this had pot been 
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ase, our Saviour, could not have charged the ruler. with hy- 
- ve nor would bis appeal te.the Jaw of Moses have silenced 
those who wished to aceuse him of byeaking that law... . 

It has been, thought by some, that our Saviour exceeded, the 
boands of the Jewish. law, when-he directed the. man, whom be 
had healed at the pool of Bethesda, to take upiis bed and walk, 
John v. 8; because God had commanded the peopie, by the PFOr 
phet Jeremiah, to bear no burden onthe Sab day, Ch,.xvu, 
21. Those who enteriain such a thought, should consider, that 
our Lord perfectly uaderstood the law ; and if this was,a breach 
of it, he was direeting the poor ap to commit a heinous offence 

the law under which he was living, and also a capital of, 
fence against the state; for this, as:well as several others of the 
ten commandments, was incorperated inte the civil laws of the 
Jews. Ye shail keep the Sabbath, for it is holy ynto you.. Lv. 
ery one that dejileth ot; shall surely be put to death, xod. Xxxi, 
14. But ap attentive consideration of the passages, prohibiting 
the bearing of burdens on the Sabbath, will sbow, that they re- 
late to such burdens as were borne ip the carrying on of trade or 
ordinary labor. if ye diligently hearken unto me, satth the 
Lord, to bring in no bur threugh the gates of the city, on 
the Sabbath day, but hallow the Sabbath duy, ro pO NO WORK 
THEREIN, Jer. Xvil. 24. So likewise in the book of Nehemiah: 
dn those days I saw in Juduh, some treading wine-presscs on 
the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and dading asses ; as 
also wine, grapes, and figs. urd ALL MANNER OF BURDENS, 
which they brought into Jertiaiiin on the Sabbuth duy.. Neh. 
xiii, 15. Thecripple, whom our, Saviour had healed at the pool 
of Bethesda, was friendless as well as poor; and probably had 
nothing but his portable bed, or mattress, whcreon to rest his 
weary limbs: the Lord Jesus. therefore, directed him to take 
care of this necessary piece of durpiture, when he had strength- 
ened the body of this Indigent creature, and epabled him to re- 
turn to-his own house. ‘ 

Another passage of the Old Testament may be thought to ex- 
press .a degree of strictness in the obsetvatee of the Sabbath, 
which was peculiar to the Jewish dispensation. Ye shall kindle 
no fire throughout your habitations on the Sabbath day. Exod. 
xxxv. 3 But this, compared with its context, seems to relate 
only to fires made for the parposes of labour, .. The whole -pas-. 
sage runs thus, Six days shall work be done, hut on ihe seventh 
day there shall be to you an holy day, a Sabbuthof rest. to the 
Lord: wnesorver DOTA WORK, THEREIN, shall be put. ta 
death. Ye shall kindle no fire, &e.., } eimay rest assured, that 
he who prefers mercy to sacrifice would not forbid tlie use of.fire, 
for the purpose of warmth, in any eountry where the iuhabitants 
might be compelled. to sity, Who is able to abide his frosts ? 
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Nor is it probable, that he who vindicated the conduct of his dis. 
ciples, a they had plucked the-éars of corn, as they walked 
through the fields, for the parpose’ of satisfying their wenget 

it 


would forbid the use of fire for the necessary preparation of t 
food. We may conclude, therefore, that the kindling of a fire, 
= the refreshment of the body, was not contrary to the Jewish 
aes 

pon the whole, I see nothing in the duties of the Sabbath, a 
subsisting under the Jewish dispensation, but a most spiritual and 
rational service ; suitable, indeed, to the period of man’s inne. | 
cence, yet accommodated to the necessities which sin has intro. 
duced into the world. The sanctions of the Sabbath were un. 
doubtedly increased by the Mosaic law ; as the breach of it was, 
by that law, made a capital offence. But this was not peculiarts 
the fourth commandment ; and was a circumstance belonging to 
the policy, rather than the religion of the Jews. 

I cannot conceive a more delightful exercise to a heavenly. 
minded ‘person, than that of spending a day in the manner de. 
scribed by the prophet Isaiah, If the Jews, instead of confining 
their attention to these spiritual’ services, preferred a number of 
unnecessary restraints, we must not form our judgment of the 
real duties of the Sabbath from their conduct. e know thai 
the farther they deviated from'the pore word of God in otherio. 
stances, the more careful they were to make broad their phyla. 
teries, and enlarge the borders of their garments; nor were they 
ever more strict in tythingymint, anise and cummin, than when 
they neglected the weightier ‘matters of the law, justice, mercy, 
and the love of God.—Chris. Ob.- * ? 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


( Concluded from page 135, ) 


This is the proper place to say something concerning -the gov 

ernment of Jerusalem. ‘There is, in the first place : . 

1. A mosallam or Sangiack, the commander of the military. 
2. A moula cadi, or minister of police. 
3. A mofti, the chief of the -santons and lawyers. When this 

mufti is a fanatic, or a bad man, like him who held that office 

when I was at Jerasalem, he has it in his power to tyrannize 
over the Christians more than any of the other authorities. 
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- 4 Amoutenely, or collector of the duties at the mosque of Sv- 
lomon. 
5. A soubachi, or sheriff of the city: — } 
These subaltern tyrants are all, with the exception of the mofti, 
dependant on a principal tyrant, and this. is the pacha of Damas- 
cas. "se 


Jerusalem is comprebended in the pachalik of Damascus, for 
what reason I mnow. bit uniess it bald resatt of that destructivé 
system which is naturally, and, as it were, instinctively parsued 
by the Turks. Cut off. from Damascus by mountains, and still 
more by the Arabs, who infest the deserts, Jerusalem cannot.al- 
ways prefer its complaints to the pacha, when oppressed by its 
vernors. It would be much more matural to make it depen- 
ant on the pachalik of Acre, which lies near it ; the Franks and 
the L atin fathers might then place themselves under the protec- 
tion of the consuls residing in the ports of Syria ; and the Greeks 
and Turks would be able to make known their grievances. Bat 
this is the very thing that their governors are desirous of prevent- 
ing ; they would have a mute slavery, and ndt insolent wretches 
wae dare complain of the hand that-oppresses them. 
» Jerusalem is therefore at the merey of an almost independent 
governor : be may do with impunity all the mischtef he pleases, 
if he be not afterwards called to account for it by the pacha. It 
is well known that in Turkey every superior -has a right to dele- 
gate his a to an inferior ; and.this authority extends both 
to property and life. Fora few purses a janissary may become a 
petty aga, and this aga may, at his good pleasure, either take 
away your life or permit you to redeem it: ‘Thus executioners 
are multiplied in every town of Judea. The only thing ever 
heard in this country, the only justice ever thought of, is: Let 
him pay ten, twenty, thirty purses—Give him five hundred 
strokes of the bastinado—Cut off his head. One act of injastice 
renders it necessary to commit a still greater. Hf one of these 
petty tyrants plunders a peasant, he is absolately obliged to plon- 
der his va pte also ; for, to eseape the hypocritical integrity of 
the pacha, he must procure by a-second crime sufficient to pur- 
chase impunity for the first. 
It may perhaps be imagined that the pacha, when he visits his 
ment, corrects these evils and avenges the wrongs of the 
people. So far from this, however, the pacha is himself the great- 
est scourge of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. His coming is dread- 
ed like that of a hostile chief. ‘The shops are shat up ; the peo- 
ple conceal themselves in cellars; they feign to bé at the point of 
death on their mats, or withdraw to the mountains, 
_ The trath of these facts I am able to attest, since I happened to 
: PP 
be at Jerusalem at the time of the pacha’s visit. Abdallah is 
tordidly avaricious, like almost all the mussulmans ; in the capa- 
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éity of commander of the caravan of Mecca, anid ander the pre. 


text of raising money for the better protection of the pilgrims, ng 


thinks that he has a right tomaltiply his extortions ; and he is a). 
ways devising new ways'of fleecing the people One oi tie me. 
thods which he most frequently employs is to fix a very low max, 
imam for all kinds of provisions. ‘The people are delighted, by 
the dealers shut up their shops, A scarcity commences ; the pa. 
cha enters into a secret ion with the shop-keepers, and, 
for a certain number of purses, grants them permission to sell a 
any price they please. ‘These-men are of course desirous to re. 
cover the sums which they have given the pacha ; they raise the 
price of necessaries to an extraordinary height, and the p 
dying a second time for. want, are obliged to part with their 
rag to keep themselves from starving. 

I have seen this.same Abdallah practise a still more ingenious 
vexation. Lhave observed that he sent his cavalry to pillage the 
Arabian farmers beyond the Jordan. ‘These poor people, who 
had paid the mii, and. who knew that they were not ut wa, 
were surprised in the midst of their tents and. of their focks 
They were robbed of two thousand two hundred sheep and goats 
hinety four calves, a thousand asses, and six mares of the pures 
blood : the camels alone escaped,* having followed a shieck wh 
€alled them at a distance, ‘These faithful children of the desert 
carried their milk to their masters in the. mountains, as if they bai 
known that these masters were bereft of every other species ¢ 
nourishment. 

An European could scarcely guess what the pacha did with 
his booty. He put more than twice as high a price apon eact 
animal as it was worth, rating each goat and sheep at twenty pi- 
asters, and each calf at eighty. ‘The beasts thus appraised wer 
sent to the ‘butchers and different perséns in Jerusalem, andw 
the chiefs of the neighboring villages, who were obliged to take 
them and pay for them at the pacha’s price apon pain of death 
T must confess that, had I not been an eye witness of this dow 
ble iniquity, I should have thought it absolately incredible. As 
to the asses and horses, they became the property of the soldiers; 
for, according to a singular convention between these robbers, all 
the beasts with a cloven hoof taken in such expeditions belong 10 
the pacha, and all the other animals fall to the share of the troops 

Having exhausted Jernsalem, the pacha departs; but in order 
to save the pay of the city guards and to strengthen the escort of 
the caravanof Mecca, he takes the soldiers along with him. The 
governor is left behind with about a dozen. men, who are insuffi 
cient for the police of the city, much less for that of the adjaceo 
country. ‘The year before my visit, he was obliged to conces! 


* Of these, however, twenty-six were taken, = _ 
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himself in-his house, to eseapesthe pursuit.of a band of robbers 
who entered Jerusalem and were on the point of plundering the 


city. 7 fs 
No sooner jis the pacha gone, than another evil, the consequenee 


ov, of his “args begins to be felt, Insurrections take piace in 


the plundered villages ; they attack eaeh other, mutually intent 
on wreaking hereditary revenge, All communication is interrup- 
ted; agriculture perishes ; end thépeasant sallies forth at night to 
pillage his enemy’s vine and to Git down: his olive-tree, The 

acha returns the following year; he demands the same tribute 


rom a country whose mo Ng is presions In order to raise 





it, he is obliged to redouble his ssions and to exterminate 
whole tribes. The desert gradually extends; nothing. is to be 
seen but here and there habitations in ruing, and near them ceme- 
teries which keep continually increasing: each succeeding year 
witnesses the destruction of a house, the eXtinetion of a family, 
and soon nothing is left but this Cemetry to. mark the spot where 
ence stood a village. wis | 

Returning to the convent at tem in the morning, I completed 
my examination of the library. Besides the collection. of firmans 
already mentioned, I found am autograph maruscript of the learn- 
ed Quaresmius. ‘This Latin manuseript, like all the printed works 
of the same author, relates to,the, Holy Land. Rome, othengae. 
lumes contained Turkish and Arabic,papers relative to the*affairs 
of the convent, Letters of the Congregation, Miscel!anies, &c. 
I saw likewise some treatises by fathers ofpthe church, several 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem, the abbe Mariti’s work, and Volney’s 
excellent Narrative of his Travels. Father Clement Peres, hav- 
ing discovered, es he thought, some slight errors in the latter, had 
noted down his observations on some loose. papers, of which he 
made me a present. 

I had seen every thing af Jerusalem; [ was acquainted with 
the interior and exterior of that city, and better acquainted with 
them than with. the interior of Paris and. its vicinity ; I began, 
therefore, to think of my. departure, The fathers of the Holy 
Land determined to confer of me an honor which I had neither 
solicited nor deserved. In consideration of the feeble services 
which, as they said, I had rendered to religion, they. requested 
me to accept the order of. the Holy..Sepulchre. This order, of 
high antiquity in Christendom, though its origin may. not date so 
far back us the time of St. Helena, was formerly very common in 
Europe. At present it is scarcely ever met with except in Spain 
and Poland: the sanerior_of the, Latin, convent, as guardian of 
the Holy Sepulchre, has alone the right to confer it. 

We left the convent at one o'clock and repaired to the charch 
of the Holy Sepulchre,- We.went into the chapel belonging, to 
the Latin fathers ; the doors ro" carefully stiut, lest the Turks 
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should perceive the arms, whieh wage cost the religions thei 
lives. ‘Ihe superior put on his pontifical habits; the lamps and 
tapers were lighted ; all the bretaren present formed a ciftle 
round me, with their hands folded upon their breasts. While they. |, 
sung the Veni Crealor in # low voice, the superior stepped up ta 
the altar, anc [ fell on my knees at his feet. The spurs and s word 

of Godfrey de Bouillon were taken out of the treasury of the Holy 
Sepulchre: two of the religi standing one on each side of me, 
held the venerable relics ‘Phe sapertor fecited the accustomed 
prayers and asked me the usual questions: he then put the spurs 
on my heels and struck miepthrice over the shoulders with the 
sword, on which the rel:gious began to sing the*Je Deum, while 
the superior pronoaneed this prayer over my head: 

“ Lord God Almighty, bestow thy grace and thy blessing on 
this thy servant.” &c, _ 

My certificate, signed by thé guardian, and sealed with the seal 
of the convent, was delivered to me. With this brilliant diploma 
of kmghthood, I received my humble passport of a pilgrim. 1 
preserve them as a record of my visit to the land of the ancient 
traveller, Jacob 

Now thet [ am about fo bid farewell to Palestine, I must re. 

t the reader to accompany me once more beyond the walls of 
@fisalem, to take a last survey of this extraordmary city. 

Let as first pawse at the Grotto of Jeremiah near the royal se- 

lehres. This is a spacious cavern, the roef of which is support- 
éd by a pillar of stohes. Here, as we are told, the prophet gave 
vent to his lamentations, which seem as though they had been 
composed within sight of modern Jerusalem, so accurately do 
they pourtray the state of this desolate city. 

‘* How doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! how is 
the become a widow ! she that was great among the nations, and 
princess among provinces, how is she become tribatary ! 

‘““'Phe ways of Sion do mourn, because none come to the so. 
femn feasts : all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her vir. 
gins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness. 

“ All ye that pass by, behold and see if there be any sorrow 
fixe nnto my sorrow. 

“The Lord hath purvosed to destroy the wall of the daughter 
of Sion: he hath bent his bow like an enemy; he hath not with- 
drawn his hand from destroying ; therefore He made the rampart 
and the wall to lament ; they languished together. 

“ Her gates are sonk into the ground ; be hath destroyed and 
broken her bars ; her kings and her princes are among the Gen: 
tiles ; the law is ho more ; her prophets also find no vision from 
the Lord. 

“‘ Mine eyes do fail with tears ; my bowels are troubled. my 
fiver is poured wpon the earth for the destruction of the daughter 
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pf my people, because the'ehildren and the sacklipgs swoon in the 
streets of the city. ! 

« What thing shall J liken tothee, O daughter of Jerusalem ? 
what shall I equal to thee ? 

“ All that pass by clap their hands at thee ; they hiss and wag 
their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying: Is this.the city 
that men call the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole 
earth >” 

When seen from the mount of Olives, on the other side of the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, Jerusalem presents an inclmed plane de- 
scending from west to east. An embattled wall, fortified with 
towers and a Gothic castle, encompasses the town all round; ex- 
eluding, however, part of Mount Sion, which it formerly en- 
closed. 

In the western quarter, and in the centre of the city, towards 
Calvary, the houses siand very close ; but inethe western part, 
along the brook Cedron, you perceive vacant spages 5 among the 
rest, that which surrounds the mosque erected on tie rois oi the 
Temple, and the nearly deserted spot where once stood the castle 
of Antonio, and the second palace oi Herod. 

The houses of Jerusalem are heavy square masses, very low, 
without chimnies or windows ; they have flat terraces or domes 
on the top, and look like prisons or sepuichres... The whole would 
appear to the eye one uninterrupted level, did noi the steeples of 
the charches, the minarets of the mosques, the sammiis of a few 
cypresses, and the clumps of nopals, break the uniformity of the 
plan. On beholding these stone wens 4 encompassed by a 

stony country, you are ready to inquire if they are not the confus- 
ed monuments of a cemetery in the midst of a desert. 

Enter the city, but nothing will you there find to make amends 
for the dullness of its exterior. You lese yourself among narrow, 
unpaved streets, here going up hill, there down, from the inequa- 
lity of the ground, and you walk among clouds of dust or loose 
stones. Canvas stretched fronY house to house increases the gloom 
of this labyrinth; bazars, roofed over, and fraught with infection, 
completely exclude the light from the desolate city. A few pal- 
try shops expose nothing but wretchedness to view, and even 
these are frequently shut, from apprehension of the passage of 4 
cadi' Not acreature’is to be seen in the streets, net a creature at 
the gates, except now and then a peasant gliding through the 
gloom, concealing under his garments the fruits of his labour, lest 
he should be robbed of his hard earnings by the rapacious soldier, 
Aside, ina corner, the Arab batcher is slaughtering some animal 
suspended by the legs from a wall in ruins: from his h«ggard and 
ferocious look and his bloody hands, you would rather suppose 
that he had been eutting the throat of a fellow creature than kil, 
lingalamb. The only noise heard from time to tinte in this dei- 
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aide city is thé galloping of the steed of the desegt,: it is the janis. 
sary whe brings the head of the Bedonuip, or retarfs from plan. 
dering the unhappy Fellah, - 

Amid this eairaordinary desolation, you mast patse a moment 
to contemplate two circumstances still ‘more extraordinary.— 
Among the ruins of Jerusalem two elasses of independent people 
find ia their religion sufficient fortitude to enable them to sur- 
mount such corsplicated horrors and wretchedness.. Here reside 
communities of Christian monks, Whom nothing can compel to 
forsake the tomb of Christ, neither plunder ner personal ill treat. 
ment, por men:ces of death itself. Night and day they chant their 
hymns. around the holy sepulchre. Stripped in the pores by a 
Turkish governor, they are found at night at the foot of Calvary, 
ia prayer, on the spot where Christ suffered for the salvation of 
mankind. Their bows are serenc, their lips wear an incessaat 
smile, They receive the stranger with joy. Without power, 
without soldiers, they protect whole villages against. iniquity. 
Driven by the cudgel and the sabre, women, children, flocks and 
herds, seek refuge in the cloisters of these recluses. What. pre- 
vents the armed oppressor from pursuing his prey and oyerthrow- 
ing such feeble ramparts 2 The charity of the monks: they de- 
prive themselves of the last resources of life to ransom their sup- 
plieants ‘Turks; Arabs, Greeks, Christian schismaties, all throw 
themselves under the protection of a few indigent religious, who 
are incapable of defending themselves. Here we cannot forbear 
acknowledging with Bossuet, that “ hands raised towards hea. 
ven disperse more battalions than hands armed with javelins.” 

Cast your eyes between the temple and Mount Sion; behold 
another petty tribe cut off from the rest of the inhabitants of this 
city ‘The particular objeets of every species of degradation, these 
people bow their heads without murmuring ; they endure every 
kind of ingalt without demanding justice; they sink beneath re- 
peated blows without sighing; if their head be required, they pre- 
sept it tothe seymetar Ona the death of any member of this pro- 
scribed commaniiy, bis compenion goes at night and inters him 
by stealth in the valley of Jehoshaphat, in the shadow of Solo- 
lomon’s temple Enter the abodes of these people, you will find 
them, amidst the most abject wretchedaess, instructing their chil- 
dren to read a mysterious book, which they in their tarn, will 
teach their offspring toread. What they did five thousand years 
age. these people.still continue to do) Seventeen times have they 
witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem, yet nothing can discou- 
rage them, nothing can prevent them from turning their faces to- 
wards Sion. To see the Jews scattered over the whole world, 
according to the werd of God, must doubtless excite surprise : 
but to be strack with supernatural astonishment, you must view 
them at Jerusalem ; you must behold these rightful masters of 
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Judea living as slaves and strangers in their own country ; you 
‘must behold them expecting, under all oppressions, a king who 
is to deliver them. Crushed by theyeross that condemns them 
and is planted ontheir beads, skalking near thetemple, of whieh 
not one stove is left upon another, they conjinue in their deplora- 
ble infaiuation. The Persians, the Greeks, the Ronjans, are swept 
from the earth; and a pétty tribe, whose originpreceded that of 
those great nations, still exists unmixed ameng the ruins of-its«na- 
tive land. If any thing among nations wears the character 


miracle, that character, in my opinion, is here legibly impressed. 
What can appear more wonderful, even to the philosopher, thau 
this spectacle of ancient and modern Jernsalem at the foat ot Cal. 
vary ? the former overwhelmed with afiliction at the sight of the 
sepalchre of the risen Jesus ; the latter exulting before the only 
tomb which will have no deposit to render up at the consamma- 
tion of ages, ——de Chateaubriand, 


ON TRUE AND FALSE REPENTANCE. 
Extracted from the works of Mr. Venn. 


(Concluded from page 127 ) 


Tris view ofthe difference between false repentance, and that 
which is unto salvation, would be sufficient on the suhjoet, were 
the Word of God generally known and received. For that com! 
mands “all men to repent;” affirming, that eternal roin must 
follow except we repent. But, alas! in flat contradiction. of 
Scripture, the fashionable and general sentiment is, that those 
only need repentance whose wickedness offends society ; the 
lewd, the drunken, the dishonest, and the profane. Inthe judg- 
ment of the world, ignorant of natural depravity, and proudly 
prejudiced against the doctrine, much evil must be first commit- 
ted before a change of life and heart can be at all necessary. ‘To 
speak out more plainly, a sober young gentleman, who has been 
dutiful to his parents, kind to his relations, we!! esteemed abroad, 
and much commended at home, kept at the same time, by his af- 
fluence, from the temptation of doing any thing which men in 
general account base, is apt extravagantly to overrate his gwa 
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eonduct, as all around him do, and to suppose he has done nothing 
which calls for godly sorrow, or ought to trouble bis conscience 


He is confident that yeu greatly injure him by insisting th:t he 7 


ean never be saved without buch a ivathing himself as constitutes 
true repentance. 

In the same mistake a young lady, trained up to affability ang 

iteness, to love peace and harmony, can be guilty of go of. 
nce in the eyes of the world, without doing violence to all the 
restraints of modesty, decency, and character ; of consequence, 
Self pleasing thoughts of her own virtue will fill her mind. She 
will hardly believe a young lady of her good character has any 
occasion to confess her sinfulness before God with shame and 
sorrow, or that she needs repentance. Many, and of great name 
too, I allow, are advocates in favor of such amiable persons ; they 
» conclude (human frailty considered) none can be in a better state, 
But the Scripture is the decisive standard of right and wron 
and myst at last prevail. Now the Scripture has senitongil 
all. No sobriety of manners, therefore, no dutiful or kind car. 
fiage towards parents and relations, can exempt you from this 
condemnation ; nor can your state be safe, till you have repented, 
A charge of great sinfalness stands in full force against you, 
shall now be proved. 

Be it now granted that you have been always decent andof — 
good report ; that no relation or friend, touching your behavior 
to them, can see any thing which wants amendment. Toa bet. 
ter character, no one, void of repentance, can lay claim. Ye, 
granting all this, ap entire change of heart is as necessary before 
you can please God, or be meet for heaven, as in them whos 
company you flee for the baseness of their conduct 

Consider, much admired youth, how has your heart stood af. 
fected towards your Creator, Preserver, and Judge? You have 
received from his bounty every endowment which makes you 
please. "He is infinitely exeellent. Have you loved him, and 
trom love employed your time, talents, and influence as he has 
commanded you todo? Doe you reverence his word, meditale 
with pleasure on its sacred contents, and in the solemn hours of 
prayer, endeavor to honor him by the deep humility of your soul? 
In obedience to his tender counsel, do you avoid giving into fash 
ionable conversation, calculated to justify and indulge pride, set 
suality, ambition or avarice? Is your desire above all things (0 
live in subjection to God, and continually to depend, as he com: 
mands, for righteousness and strength on the Lord Jesus Christ / 

If conscience testifies that you are a stranger to such intentions 
and tempers (and it must testify so, except you have repented ) 
then your life has been led entirely under the power of a depraved 
mind; it has been one continued course of sin, notwithstanding 
your many amiable qualities, and ell the esteem they have pro 
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¢ared you: fer your whole study and aim has been to please 
Swoureell, and gain repetation. d, his truth, honor, love, and 
mercies, have been utterly forgotten, Im the midst of all that des 
cent regard which you paid without failure to every one aroand 
you, God alone has been treated with neglect. But if this be 
true, what account is to be made of your exemption from the cont- 
mon vices of youth, or your great and good character amongst 
men? Is notneglect of God, and injustice towards him, a charge 
of itself sufficiently base and wicked? Does it not call for de 
sorrow, for self. dbhorrétice, for en entire change of mind? Or 
can any one absurdly suppose all offences immediately against 
God are cancelled by amiable deporiment to parents, aud rela- 
tions, and friends? Where no desire to please God forms and 

verns the temper, the difference mast be nothing, whether self: 
foe chooses a way of gratification more fy or oné which 
men agree to reproach. In both cases, the service of God is 
equally despised, and himself treated as acypher. Without true 
repentance, therefore, you remain involved in all the guilt and 
misery of a creature fallen from God. setting ap your will above 
his law, and yourself above him} and, dying in such a spirit; you 
tuust be lost. 

Equally vain (though very common) is it for men to trust in 
honesty. or generosity to relations, dependents and neighbors, as 
setting aside, in their case, the need of true repentance. What 
can be more weak? Is no sin but dishonesty forbidden, or hate- 
ful to God ? Is there the least hint in his revelation, that one or 
two good qualities will atone for what is wicked and detestable ? 
You may abhor every species of dishonesty, and delight to do acts 
of kindness, yet be proud and self-sufficient, lustful, and almost as 
profane as an infidel; a stranger to the tempers which a creature, 
and a sinner ought to feel. { grant, selfish men extol honesty and 
benevolence with the loudest applause ; yet must the mind be 
| humble, before the fionest, gemerous man can please his Maker. 
 Thougli I give all my goods to the poor, and have not love,” 
Sem love of God and man, which before true repentance, can 

ave no place in the heart) “ it profiteth me nothing ” 

When the observance of social duties, therefore, is used as a 
plea to dispense with godly sorrow for sin, and dependance upon 
Christ for salvation, the Heaven-daring imagination proves the 
heart, which harbors it, totally depraved, and requires as great 
an exercise of mercy to forgive so wicked a thought, as toe pardon 
those who defraud and injure men. 

You have now been instructed in the natare of true repentance ; 
that it is an etttire change of judgment, tempers and practice : and 
that every creature, fallen from God and righteousness, msut ex- 
perience this divine change or perish. 
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«.L would-hope, therefore, your conscience is Gow in some degree 
awakened, and that you desire to know what method you must 
take, in order that yourwepentance:imay be unto Salvation — If 
this be: your desire, instead of multiplying directions, it will suf. 
fice to point out the few which follow. 

Read. much the Scriptare, with payer to understand it as the 
method which God has prescribed for your recovery, and dwell 
on these particular parts which describe the nature of true repen. 
tance. be filty first psalm delineates, to perfection, all the pro. 
perties of a conwite spirit returning to God. Te fifteenth of St, 
Lake presents us wiih an affecting picture of an acceptable peni. 
tent ; and in the fifth and sixth chapters of the Ephesians, the en. 
tire change of heart and life essential to all. Christians, is at large 
laid before you. ‘These, and several similar parts of Scripture, 
you must read with care, and take pains to understand. In this 
einploy:went, you are seeking after knowledge, and are in the 
way to have those very dispositions towards God spring up in 
your soul, which, you read, constitute true repentance. 

2. Consider, with much attention, the corruption of your fa. 
‘ture... Only commune with your.own heart and you will imme. 
diately find your inclinations strongly bent to many things you 
ought to. hate, and that yeu have a great aversion to things excel- 
lent; you will observe au excessive degree of selfishness cleaves 
to you, and a jamentable indifference to the peace, comfort, and 
welfare of others. Upon examination, you will find many base 
tempers have a root in your heart, and work on all temptations 
suited to excite them to your great defilement. 

The fruit also of this natural depravity, you must observe, has 
appeared in your numerous offences. . Recollect the several rela. 
tions and places you from yoar childhood have lived in, and what 
your faults were in each. Above all, dwell on what is called in 
Scriptare your own iniquity, which has enslaved and defiled you 
above every other corruption : it may be passion, pride, envy, 
lewdness, lying, love of money, or praise from men. | Call to re- 
membrance the many instances in which your sin has broken out, 
so as to leave great guilt upon your mind, and sharp apbraidings, 
yet-has prevailed after all. Think bow you have pleaded forre- 
bellion against God in your own case, stifled convictions, and 
even presumptuoasly, and with deliberation, done evil. Think 
with what neglect and contempt you have treated the Gospel, 
though the wisdom of God, the great result of his infinite under. 
standing andrichest mercy. You.,would pot so mach as inquire 
about it, or take the least pains to inform yourself why Christ 
came into the world, and. what benefits are to be received from 
him, Conclude with reckoning op the several aggravations 0! 
your sins ; that they have been.committed aller counsels and re 
proofs, warpings, judgments, deliyeramees and tender mercies 
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No one has been a transgressor in so little a degree, but upon & 
fair and honest detail of his offences, so far as conscience has re- 
gistered them (though there be yet only a small knowledge of du- 
ty) but he will find himself ani offender far beyond what he has 
conceived. . 
This examination must be crowtied with prayer, for repentdafhice 
is the gift of God We are pleased to think, it is an easy work 
to repent, and conclude sickness, or advance in age, or fear of 
death, will of themselves lead as to repentance.’ Prodd mistake, 
manifest by daily experience! and a contradiction to the Holy 
Ghost, who calls repentance the grant of God. ‘To fix on the 
heart a conviction of sinfulness, and self loathing for it; to obtain 
confidence in Christ. and zeal for his honor, evidencing them- 
selves in newness of life, must be the eifect of Almighty grace, 
because self love violently resents every charge of a heinous na- 
ture, and every natural passion rises up if ifdignation against 
confessing ourselves to be vile and hell.deserving ; whilst it 1s im- 
possible, without ‘divine light, to see any thing lovely in a God 
who so sevérély condemns those very lusts which have long 
been indulged as soutces of our pleastite. Wherefore, from that 
fountain only whence proceeds every good ahd perfect gift, you 
must receive repentahce unto life. Asa reasonable, immortal 
creature, yout are commanded to repent ; and as a helpless sin- 
ner, insufficient to every good work, you are also taught to pray 
for his Spirit, that you’ may bé obedient to his command It is 
your own part to confess your own inability to glorify God by 
true repentance, and implore him, in whose haids are the hearts 
of all men, to help you effectaally against yourself, the world, and 
Satan. The following prayer, so very humbling, availeth much : 
“ Turn thou us; O good Lord. and so shall webe turned. Sare 
tis, ahd we shall be saved, for thou art our praise.” 


A SHORT ACCOUNT 


Of the religious experience and death of Mas. Racwti 
Broomueap, by M T 





She was the daughter of a Mr. Aten, who was a respecta- 
ble man, and an elder in the Presbyterian church, As both her 
“father and mother were members of that church, F conelude that 
some attention was paid to her edacation in regard to religion. 
Y 
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What her religious views and sentiments were, in the early 
part of her life, 1 koow.not; but when she .aprived at the age of J 
about 18 years, she had very serious thoughts respecting cterpity, 7 

“Attending on the ‘ministry of the, Methodjst preachers, and some. 
“times meeting in class, she was much affected with the concerns 
of ber soul. She behaved with seriousness and bamility, and 
spoke with modesty and judgment respecting the Ahings of God, 
T took all the pains I could to point out to her the way to heaven, 
‘LT endeavored to lead ber to Christ, as the only medium by whieh 
sinners can approach unto God, and find the remission of their 
$ins. ; 

In 1818, 2t a Camp-meeting near Mr. White Brown, on Dper 
reek, she professed to, find justification from past offences, by 
faith in the merits of the Son of, God. 

But shortly afterward, by some means: she, became somewhat 
inattentive to the duties oi religion. ,My hopes now begaa\ts 
_ wither; for I feared that the world we: ty gai an ascendantin 

her heart, and draw her away from the love and service of God 
' “However, in the latter part of the wintery or early in the spring, 
of 1813, becoming more deeply affected with the work of her sal 
Vaiion, slie joined the Methodist Society... Now..her piety in. 
éreaged, She was often filled, while attending on: the means ¢} 
grace, with raplurous joy in the Holy Ghost, As a young wo. 
man of sound piety, she was highly esteemed, and. greatly be. 
loved by the societ}"to which she belonged... Her father and m. 
ther, and one of her brethren, now, became members of our So. 
‘ciety. . 

Twists, she was married to Mr. Broomhead, . She had grace 
and prudence enough to make choice of a religious man for her | 
companion. He was a member of the Methodist charch, 

Bat however pleasing his prospects of worldly happiness were, 
they were soon blasted. For she was seized, about six montis | 
after their marriage, with a violent fever, beneath the operation 
of which she sunk into the arms of death. 

In the first part of her iliness, a cloud of spiritual darkness co- 
vered her mind, and the fear.of death held her soul in bondage. 
But a while before her departure, she informed her friends, that 
she was not afraid to die; because her darkness was dissipated, 
and she enjoyed the peace of God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

As she drew near her dissolution, the agony of her body be: 
came, great.; and ber affectionate mother, beholding her in such 
extremity of pain,-said to her religious friends, ‘‘ Let us pray; 
for if we do, I believe the Lord wili take my dear child to bim- 
self,and give us an evidence of it.” They fell on their knees, 
and. addressed the throne of grace on her behalf While they 
‘were engaged in devotional exercises, uncommon grace seem 
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to rest upon them—they were filled with such a sense of the good. 
ness of God, that they broke out into raptures—Heaven seemed 
to descend upon them, as though a Caleatiel pang surrounded the 
bed of the dying Christian!’ At’this “‘tonrent," our dear sister, 
without a groan, without a sigh, fell asleep in the arms of Jesus, 

“ Let me die thé deatirof the righteods ; and let my last end 
be like his !”’—Amen. es 


eo, 


Cem 


AN ACCOUNT 


Of Ma. Isaac Dieu, 6y M—— T—— 


He lived to the advanced age of 82 years. He had been for 
many years’ a’mémber of the Baptist charch; but differing in 
opinion from ‘his brethren, for ma some things relating to the 
soul after death, he was turned out of their society. He lived for 
some time without belonging’ to any’ religious community. But 
whén the Methodist preachers’ came'on to Mad river, the old 
man, being stirred up, united with them, and remained an un- 
blameable member unto the day of his death, 

He was of a sorrowful spirit, and ‘wus often cast down. His 
face Was frequently wet withtears. [met him in class about two 
weeks before his death. When I spoke to him, he arose up and 
leaned upon the top of his staff, while a plentiful shower of tears 
fell from his eyes. “ Tam grown ‘olfd,” said he, “ and have be- 
comé blind, so that I cannot read the Word of God. I sometimes 
doubt, sometimes fegr-—but my trust isin God. ' I intend to watch 
and ‘pray, and leave myself inthe hand of the Lord ; and I hope 
to be’saved through Jesus Christ.” 

Ae few days after; He*was taken ill. His affliction was very 
severe. ' However, he bore it with ‘pati¢nee—for just before he 
died, when one of his friends asked him. how he did, he an- 
swered ; “ T’ suffer much : but Jesus suffered a thousand times 
more for me. All my sufferings will'soon be over.” Soon after, 
with unéhaken confidence in God, and free from the fear of death, - 
he bid the world adicu, and went to take possession of the inhe- 
eu of the Saints in light. He died on the 30th day of March, 





-" a SHORT ACCOUNT 
Of the life and ee of att ANNE Wannap, by 





Sune was born of religious parents, who for many years were 
members of the Methodist E. Church. Being taught by them 
the principles of the religion of Jesus Christ, she very early in 
life sought and found the Lord precious to, her soul. er youth, 
as I have been informed, was distinguished by sobriety and god. 
liness. She was beautiful, and she was good ; and consequently 
she had several solicitations to enter into the married state, in 
which she might have formed very respectable connexions. But 
as her pious sou! had more regard tothe image of Jesus impres- 
sed on the hearts of her suitors than ‘to advantages of a worldly 
nature, she thought it proper to dismiss them, because they loved 
not the Lord. Her attention was engrossed with things of the 
utmost importance—the salvation of her soul and the souls of oth- 
ers. I have often spoken to her in class meeting. She usually 
expressed herself with vee and confidence, and frequently 
with such power as to affect all who were present. At different 
times I have seen her on her knees, for nearly. or quite the space’ 
of an hour, praying for the ungodly who were about her, and ex- 
horting them, with tears streaming from her eyes, to flee from 
the wrath to come. She would beg them, in the most tender and 
affecting manner, to fly to the arms of Jesus, and be saved from 
their sins; assuring them that there was nothing on earth so de- 
sirable as the love of God. She would entreat them to seek that 
happiness which results from true religion—2 happiness which 
she told them was mercifully bestowed upon ber thro’ the blood.of 
Christ. No ather happiness, she assured them, was worth the 
pursvit of mortals, Her prayers and exhortations were not with- 
out effect. 

But this. lovely and godly young woman, who by her virtue and 
piety was an ornament to her sex, and a way mark to the land 
of rest, was, in an unexpected hour, removed from among mor- 
tals to the joys of the blest above. Her death was greatly lament- 
ed by her friends and acquaintances. 

She was taken sick, on ‘the twenty-fourth of December, 1814, 
in the twentieth year of her age. Her affliction was very severe; 
her pain was extreme, and for some part of the time she was de- 
lirious. But when in her right mind, she would, even when she 
quffered under an agony of bodily pain, clap her hands, and shout 





lory to God; or sing some appropriate verse of ahymn, She 
requently expressed a great desire to see the minister under 
whose care she was placed; and sometimes asked (as he was 
not then in the néighborhood) whether he had returned. She 
had medical aid—but it was all in vain, Her sufferings continu- 
ed for about two weeks, before she sunk into the arms of death. 

Towards the close of the seene, her mind became perfectly 
collected. Just before she died, she called. her father, mother 
and friends around her bed, and for the last time exhorted them 
to prépare to meet herip heayen. Among these was a wicked 
brother. | She ealled on him, witb ehergy, and much affec- 
tion, to seek the salvation of his soul. She told her friends, that 
she -was going to Jésus:in glory ; and requested all who would 
endeaver to meet her in heaven, to give her their hands. Soon 
after she breathed her last, and slept in peace. God grant us also 
a safe passage to heaven, that we may meet our depgrted sisiec 
there, through the merits of Christ. 

I preached her funeral from IT. Cor. v.1. Mary people at- 
tended; and it was one among the best days, Ieversaw. God 
crowned our meeting with his presence and pewer, in an uncom, 
mon manner, 


Happy soul thy days are ended, 


All thy mourning days below ; 
Go by angel guards attended, 

To the arms of Jesus go. 
Waiting to receive thy spirit 

Lo! tke Saviour stands above, 
Shows the purchase of bis merit, 

Reaches out the crown of love. 


REV. HENRY WILLIS. 


_ He was born in Branswick county, Virginia, and while young 
in years, young in piety, and young in knowledge, the love of 
Christ constrained him to devote himself to the ministry, and by 
the aid of learning, together with an industrious perseverance in 
reading, meditation, and prayer, he becamea valuable and able 
minster of the new covenant. Mr. Willis would have been a 
respectable acquisition to.any church; but, he chose to live and 
die a member and minister of the Methodist church ; among these 
people he was called to the arduous work of the ministry, at a 
time when the current of popular opinion aiid prejudice ran higis 





against the ministers of that society, in many perts.of the United 

States, when the difficulty of travelling the uncultivated wilder. |” 
ness, could only be exceeded by the ignorance and obduracy of 
the uncultivated inhabitents ; but, through all obstacles, he push- 
ed on his way until the imperious demands of a growang family 
unprovided for, and the great weakness .of-a shattered censtituy 
tion constrained him to move ip a more confined sphere, and here 
he discovered that noble independence of mind, which enabled 
him to say to every one, “ These hands haye ministered to my 
necessities.” Yes, Henry Willis abhorred every kind of idle- 
ness, and in all things temporal and spiritual, what.be did he did 
jt with his might. After a lingering illness, which he. bore with 
much Christian fortitude, he died in peace at Pipe creek, Frede. 
rick coupty, Maryland, in the year 1808.—King. Biog. Dict, 


—=>__- 


JOHN WICKLIFF, 


By some called the Morning Star of the reformation, was 
born in England, and educated at Oxford college, where he made 
an uncommon progress in all the literatare‘of the age, and obtain. 
ed the chief rank in philosophy and ‘divinity. His abilities and 
character recommended him to the notice of Islip, archbishop of 
Canterbury, who appointed him rector of Canterbury-hall ; but, 
under Langton, the sutcessor of Islip, he and the ofber members 
were turned out, to make room for the Mendicant friars. Some 
jmpute to this event his opposition tothe Romish church. Whe- 
ther there be any justice in this imputation, cannot now be cer- 
tainly determined ; but, whatever his metives were, he dared ta 
think nobly and write freely. ‘That ke had a solid and enlarged 
understanding is evident from the principles advanced by him ; 
principles which will appearthe more remarkable,vhen we con- 
sider the period wherein he existed, and that he actually went 
farther than many of the first.reformers, . He had the good sense 
to fix Christianity on its right foundation, by asserting the absolute 
sufficiency of the Scriptures asa rule of faith and practice. He 
denied the supremacy and jurisdiction of the pope, the corporeal 

esence of our Saviour in the sacrament, and the authority of the 
Pishops to inflict temporal punishments upon religious offenders. 
That his sentiments were mot in every respeci equally rational, 
will be no matter of surprise to a reflecting mind, ‘The wonder 
is, that in an age so ignorant, and with disadvantages so great, he 
proceeded to the length which he did in the rejection of error and 
the investigation oftruth, For his heretical opinions he was cited 











before his siiperiots, and his doctrines were condemned , but, bé- 
» supported by powerful patrons, he escaped the malignity o 
hie enemics, ont ved aad diel in isebee:* It ought not to be 
omitted, that he translated the Bible; a grand undertaking ! whielt 
showed his real regard for the honor‘of revelation. He was not, 
however, the first that gave us the Old and New. Testament in 
the vulgar tongue: John Trevysa, canon of Wesibary, in Wilt- 
«shire, anda great trave'ler, did the same, in the period we are 
' treating of; and‘ tention is made in our ancient authors of other 
-versions) of a° still older date. “This Trevysa tvas one of the first 
scholars of his time, and was patronized in his learned underta- 
 kings-by Thontas! lord Berkeley. Wickliff, who does not ap- 
arto have understood the Hebrew ‘language, collected what 
atin Bibles he could find ; from which he made one correct 
copy, and from this he translated. He afterwards examined the 
best conimenifators then extant, and from them’inserted in his 
margin the passages in which the Latin differed from the He: 
rew. 

Mr. Hume has répresetited Wickliff and his followers as a set 
: of enthusiasts: Without entering into a controversy with this 
; elegant historian, we shall content ourselves with observing, that 
nothing peculiariy enthusiastic cam be traced in the character and 
‘conduct of Wickliff himself. «It is apparent, from his whole be- 
» havior, that he was not one of'those men who scorn to decline 
danger,and seem to court persecation. Let it, at the same time, 
be remembered, that, had it not been for such enthusiastics as 
: Wickliff, troth, knowledge and liberty, would never have exist- 

© ithe world!— K. B. Die. 
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THE DEATH OF 





Mrs. Many Grenes, consort of the Rev. Enoch George, an 
Elder in the Methodist Church, who died Feb. 8, 
; 1816, at Georgetown. 






oi!"To: eulogise thé dead is common—bat when virtue triumphs, 
and piety, on the verge of time exults at the prospect of victory, 
to tell it is due to the cause of Christianity—and such was the 
distinguished happiness of this excellent woman. Though serv- 
éd with a short notice, yet undismayed and tranquil, she, with 
pious joy, acquiesced in the demand upon her life. Sensible, to 
the last moment, she dwelt with a holy rapture on the prospecte 
which were opening before her. Her spirit already seemed te 
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Anticipate the bliss, a fulness of which, she was just going to enjoy, 
Thus happy, her little pledges, that cling so closely about a nio. 
ther’s heart, when presented to her, were composedly and af. 
affectionately kissed, and»commiited to the care of her friends, 
and te God. 

Thas died this good woman—and to tell it is the mournful plea. 
sure of a friend who knew, and loved ber virtues. Her death 
was the comment on her life. Who that knew ber, but admired 
her blameless life—her active, and, as far as sbe was. able,- ber 
diffusive charity—ker friendship—her pious devotions? Who 
that witnessed these, and believing in the power of religion on 
the heart, ever doubted but that ber end would have’ been thu 
glorious ? 


We mourn thy death, lov’d friend, for thou wert dear— 
But, why so selfish as to wish thee here ?— 

Here+we the ills of troubled life endure— 
There—thou art sale—to feel these ills no more ! 


In the death of this amiable and most. excellent woman, her af. 
flicted family, have sustained a loss which the world cannot re. 
pair. The all-wise and just dispensations of Heaven, have seldom 
dissolved ties more tender than those which united the deceased 
to her mourning friends. Seldom indeed has death wrung ‘the 
heart with more poignant sorrow, 

In her last moments was exbibited @ scene which most toueb. 
ingly awakened all the sympathies of the soul. It was a scene 
which gave to the Christian a glorious triumph in the hour of 
death. Conscious of her approaching dissolution, she met the 
event with the most entire resigoation—she took an affectionate 
leave of her aged and venerable parents, and folded in her last 
embrace her weeping children. 

In the various relations of life Mrs. Gkoree was a bright ex- 
ample of Christian excellence. For several years she had beet 
a member of the Mettiodist Episcopal Church, in the happy én. 
joyment of that religion, the ways of which are pleasantness, and 
the paths of which are peace. She possessed a heart benign and 
benevolent. As a daughter her aged parents are bereaved of 4 
dutifal and affectionate child ; as a wife. her husband has lost the 
dearest object of his earthly love. and as a mother, her Jittle 
children will weep at the recollection of her guardian care, het 
fond solicitude, and maternal love. 


** The snider’s most attenuated thread 
ks cord, is enble, to man’s tender tie 
On earthly bliss: it breaks at every breeze.” 
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THE DEATH. 


of Mas. Jonirm Raxpotrn, relict of the late Richard Ran- 
dolph, Esq: of Bizarre, who 10th. March, 1816, 


Tue last scene of this lady’s life is worthy of being recorded 
for the consolation of her friends, and the edification of all who 
may read the record: Those who witnessed the solemn event 
— bear it in retrembfance as long*as the powers of memory 

Mrs Randolph had been endowed with an anders‘anding of 
uncommon excellence ; aad had-eukivated it with more core and 
assiduity than most of our countrywomen are acedstomed to do. 

She had been educated in the knowledge and belief of the doc- 
trines of Christianity ; bat had notuntil about eight years ago, 
made them a subject of very sérioas attention, or particular ex- 
aminstion. A dispensation df/providence threatening a very se- 
vere bereavement was made iistruméniatin awakening her at- 
tention to the peculier doctrines of the Gospel. The result was, 
that she found them suited to her wants; and embraced them 
with a firm faith, which, by the grace of God, contineed unsha- 
ken tothe last) © 5S gatas nn 

During the time that the writer-was acquainted with the sub- 
ject of tins obitaary, he thought that he bad rarely if ever seen a 
more consistent Christian. A-remarkable instance of the firm- 
ness of ber faith, and its efficacy in Sapporting the mind under the 
heaviest afflictions, was-exhibited, in the manner in which she 
bore the less of the son of her/hopes, a youth of high promise, who 
died in August fast, at Cheltenham in England. - > 7 

When attacked by her last sickness, Mrs. R/expressed a full 
conviction that she should not recover. A ndaltiiough the disease 
did not exhibit to her attendants, daring almost the whole pro- 
ergs of it. very alarming symptoms, nothing tould persuade hee 

at it would not prove fatal. Tothe'represeniationsof her friends 


that this persuasion might have ao nearjoule effect, she constant! y 


replied chat she had no fears of deaths and tat their apprehen. 
sions on this subject were entirelf unnecessary. Sire evas willing 
to live, if it should please God to prolong her lifes or to die, whea 
it should seem good to hitn to remove her from this world of sor- 
row: expressing. atthe same time, a decided preferetet’ to the 
latter, so far iit might be pcoper for her toeatertain @ wish on 
the subject, co Ee CED0% agi te 

. Often, in the course ofticr illvess; she déclared that ‘her soffer- 
ings were extremely severe, but would say." Inisthe Lord, leg 
kim do with me what seemeth to hit good? yand it isworthy 
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anticipate the bliss, a fulness of which, she was jast going to enjoy. 
Thus happy, her little pledges, that cling so closely about a mo. 
ther’s heart, when presented to her, were composedly and af. 
affectionately kissed, and»commiited to the care of ber friends, 
and to God. 

Thas died this good woman—and to tell it is the mournful plea. 
sure of a friend who knew, and loved her virtues. Her death 
was the comment on her life. Who that knew her, but admire! 
her blameless life—her active, and, as far as she was able, ber 
diffusive charity—ker friendship—her piows devotions? Who 
that witnessed these, and believing in the power of religion on 
the heart, ever doubted but that her end would have been thus 
glorious ? 


We mourn thy death, lov’d friend, for thou wert dear— 
But, why so selfish as to wish thee here ?— 

Herewe the ills of troubled life endure— 
There—thou art sale—to feel these ills no more ! 


In the death of this amiable and most excellent woman, her af. 
flicted family, have sustained a loss which the world cannot re. 
pair. The all-wise and just dispensations of Heaven, have seldom 


dissolved ties more tender than those which united the deceased 
to her mourning friends. Seldom indeed has death wrung the 
heart with more poignant sorrow. 

In her last moments was exbibited @ scene which most touch- 
ingly awakened all the sympathies of the soul. It was a scene 
which gave to the Christian a glorious triumph in the hour of 
death. Conscious of her approaching dissolution, she met the 
event with the most entire resignation—she took an affectionate 
leave of her aged and venerable parents, and folded in her last 
embrace her weeping children. 

In the various relations of life Mrs. Gzoree was a bright ex- 
ample of Christian excellence. For several years she had beet 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the happy eh. 
joyment of that religion, the ways of which are pleasantness, and 
the paths of which are peace. She possessed a heart benign and 
benevolent. As a daughter her aged parents are bereaved of 4 
duatifal and affectionate child ; as a wife. her husband has lost the 
dearest object of his earthly love. and as a mother, her little 
children will weep at the recollection of her guardian care, her 
fond solicitude, and maternal love. 


« The snider’s most attenuated thread 
ks cord, is cable, to man’s tender tie 
On earthly bliss: it breaks at every breeze.” 
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THE DEATH. 


of Mas. Juoira Ranxnowrn, relict the late Richard Ran- 
dolph, Esq. of Bizarre, who died 10th March, 1816, 


Tue last scene of this lady’s life is worthy of being recorded 
for the consolation of her friends, and the edification of all who 
may read the record. Those who witnessed the solemn event 
jem bear it in remembrance as lungeas the powers of memory 
Mrs. Randolph had been endowed with an anders‘anding of 
uncommon excellence ; aad had-cukivated it with more cure and 
assiduity than most of our countrywomen are: accustomed to do. 

She had been educated in the knowledge and belief of the doc- 
trines of Christianity ; but had not, until about eight years ago, 
made them a subject of very seriogs atiention, or particular ex- 
amination. A dispensation of providence threatening a very se- 
vere bereavement was made instrumentatin awakening her at- 
tention to the peculier doctrines of the Gospel. The result was, 
that she found them ‘suited to ber wants; and embraced them 
with a firm faith, which, by the grace of God, continued unsha- 
ken to the last. - Ss gala 

During the time that the writer. was acquainted with the sub- 
ject of tins obitaary, he thought that he had rarely if ever seen a 
more‘consistent Christian. A remarkable instance of the firm- 
ness of ber faith, and its efficacy in sapporting the mind under the 
heaviest afflictions, was exhibited, in the manner in which she 
bore the jess of the son of her/hopes, a youth of high promise, who 
died in August last, at Cheltenham in England: - 

When attacked by her last sickness, Mrs. R/ expressed a full 
conviction that she should not recover. And although the disease 
did not exhibit toxker attendants, daring almost the whole pro 
org of it, very alarming symptoms, nothing ¢ould persoade her 
that it would not prove fatal. Totherepresentations’of her friends 
that this persuasion might have an injurious effect, she constant! y 
replied ihat she had no fears of death; and tat their apprehen- 
sions on this subject were entirely annecessary. Shé was willing 
to live, if it should please God te prolong her lifes or to die, whea 
it should seem good to him to remove her from this world of sor- 
row: expressing. at the same time, a decided preferenee’ to the 
latter, so far as it might be pooper for her to@atertain @ wish on 
the subject: .. aa ae 
: ‘Often, in the course of ter illgess; she declared that ‘her suffer- 
ings were extremely severe, bab Would say, Epis the Lord , let 
kim do with me what seemeth to Him good? sand it iseworthy 
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of remark that religious exercises, suchas singing, prayer, and 
the reading of the Bible, scemed uniformly to afford strength to 
suffer with patience, and to calin the mind when the torture of 
the body was most severe. 

On the Saturday befure she died she used these remarkubls 
words, “ O that it were possible for me to express how vain and 
empty all worldly things n-w appear to me” 

ometimes towards the eluse of this last seene the operations of 
the mind were impeded by the disorder of the body ; but during 
the final straggle, nothing of this was observable: on tite contra. 
ry, the writer of this never saw her nor “any other person, more 
calm, collected, and self possessed, than at the time that has been 
mentioned. There was no enthusiasm, no powerful excitemenr, 
no extravagance; there was not even a moment’s forgetfulness of 
female delicacies end decorams; and yet there was a tull appre. 
hension that death was duing his last work. | In this situation the 
repeatedly*declared that the exceeding great and precions promi- 
ses ef the Gospel were her stay and support. The night before 
her death, upon enderstanding that the next day was Sabbath, 
she fervently prayed that it might please Gud on that day to take 
her to his rest. ‘The last words distinctly articolated by her were, 

“ Christ is my anly hope.” And upon being asked ‘Is he not now 
precious to you? she emphatically replied, » O yes, yes!” — Shortly 
after this she became speechless; but when unable to utter more 
than broken senieuces, she still gave strong signs of hope, and 
even of a coniidence that nothing could move. In this situation, 
she gave an indication to the friend apon whose bosom she expir. 
ed, that her sufferings were severe : ‘‘ and yet,” said that friend, 
** you would not exchange your siiaation for that of any of us ?”— 
Her look and gesture said, in terms more impressive than lan. 
guage could utter, “ No—it is my desire to depart and to be 
with Christ; which.is far better.” On its being mentioned that 
the Sabbath bad begun to dawn, it was suggested to her that she 
was just entering on that “rest which remaineth for the people 
of Ged,” that Sabbath whieh never shall end; she looked up, 
and seemed at the momento enjoy that peace of God which pas. 
seth albwonderstanding, ‘ 

. Thus. died Mrs. Judith Randolph—who in her life, and in 
ceath;showed herself to be a constant friend, and a sincere Chris. 
tian. 

He who writes. this homble memorial, knew her well; and 
bears his testimony to her worth, But what is the judgment of 
man? She has gone to her father and God; and has received 
Ahe sentence of the Judge of all, As far as we are allowed to 
amicipate this sentence, no doubt can be entertained bat that she 
bas hearf: poenounced on her soul, “« Wel! done, good and faith 
ful servant ; @nter inte the joy of your Lord.” 


~ 
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Reader! thon too must Wie. Number thy days ; and now ap- 
ply thy heart unto wisdom ! It is the religion of Jesus Christ alone 
which can cheer thee in thy dying hours. Embrace it by a living 
faith ; and mayest thou die the death of the righteous, and thy last 
end be like his !— Rich. Chris. Mon. 


————=_— 










THE REV. GEORGE ASKINS, 


A minister of the Methodist E. connexion, DIED on the 
morning of the 28th Feb, last, ‘The writer of wis notice has re- 
ceived no particolars relative to his death. But from the known 
character of this man of God, no doubt can be enteriained, that 
neta ascended to the regions of life, to receive the reward of hig 
abors. 


POETRY, 


















By J D 





Great God, on whom thy saints depend, 
Uphold me by thy pow’r, 

Let light divine my soul aitend 

In dark affliction’s hour. 


When sore temptations rise to drewn 
My soul in sorrows great ; 

O! let thy face withoat a frown, 
My darkness dissipate. 


Thro’ all my life, let mercy free 
Still lead my soul to praise, 

Thy loving kindness unto me, 

And trust thy sovereign grace, 
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When youthfal passions shall subside, 
And youthful pleasures die, 
Be thod my sure, unerring guide, 
And raise my thoughts on high. 


Let not my sun in darkness set, 

' Should feeble age be mine ; 
But guide my weary trembling feet, 
~ In paths of peace divine. 


©! let thine arm support me still, 
And be my constant friend, © 

Till I arrive at Zion’s hill, 
Where all my toils shall end. 


But if thy wisdom, which at first 
Form’d me of feeble clay, 

Should speak the word, “ retarn to dust,” 
Tn life’s meridian day : 


(Prepare my soul, for that dread hour ! 
Ii it be drawing nigh) 

Tl gladly bless th’ eternal pow’r, 
That I was born to die. 


Then I shall leave my troubles here, 
Obtain my soul’s desire, 

And bless the name of Jesus dear— 
Then peacefully expire! 


ilar uneemeee ee 


(ENCLOSURE, No. 3,*) 


LIYMN Sung by the’ scholars of the Methodist Charity 
School in the City of New York, Nov, 1815. 


How happy they. who heav’nly, joys 
In Christ the Lord obtain, 
The world.io them, its pomp and noise, 
Riches and Cares are vain. 
* Sce note, page 138, 
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Bless’d with a sympathetic heart, 

' They feel for human wee, 

And eager to allay the smart, 
Their watebful care bestow. 


The helpless supplicate their aid, 
Nor supplicate in vain; 

They bid the grief-worn heart be ous: 
They mitigate its pain. 










The orphans’ and the widows’ cause 
Their ready aid receive, 

For love their hearts and hands employs ; 
They ceunsel and relieve. 








Tis mercy, love, almighty grace, 
; That thas dispose the mind ; 

And thus our Saviour Christ displays 
His love to human kind. 







’Tis deeds of charity and worth 
The helpless orphans rear ; 
Support them in their wayward path, 

And dry the widow’s tear. 








May He, who hears the orphan’s cry, 
Our benefactors bless, 

And grant to them a rich supply 

Of ev’ry christian grace, 








LINES composed on the death of: Miss Sorusa Srracen, 
who died May 26th, 1810, aged 22 years.and 30 days. 






From great Jehovah’s awful seat, 
Involved in flaming skies, 

Death hears, with joy, a fatal word, 

And young Sophia dies, 
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Sweetest of maids, her parent’s hope, 
The pride of youthfal bloom, 

She left a weeping world below, 
And sought the peaceful tomb. 


Beyond the hound of solar day, 
Sublime she soars above, 

Views night’s far stars beneath her feet, 
And kindles into love. 


Up to the throne where Jesus reigns, 
She tempts a lofty flight, 

And treads august superna! plains, 
Array’d in roseate light. 


There, in the gracious Saviour’s praise, 
She will employ her tongue, 

While, heav’p, thy pendent stars shall shine, 
Or ages roll along. 


Now from her throne immensely raised 
Above terrestrial things ; 

She steops to look, with pitying eyes, 
On earth’s contending kings. 


Mortals! be hushed, dry up your tears, 
Nor at her absence mourn, 

Nor vainly blame your Maker’s ways, 
Nor wish her to return. 


Though now she slumbers in the tomb, 
She soon shall gladly rise, 

Smile at old Nature’s funeral pyre, 
And seek the empyreal skies. 
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THE SENSITIVE PLANT. 


As late amongst the flow’ry tribes 
I stray’d with tranquil breast, 

A serious Monitor at length 

My musing mind address’d. 







A tender plant, preserv’d with care 
Beneath a sunny shed, 

Receded from the touch I gave, 
And quickly bowed its head, 






In reason’s ear it seem’d to say, 
‘“* Mortal behold in me 
° An emblem of the righteous plant 
’ Expos’d to death for thee. 






“ Humble and meek thy Masrzr came 
To suffer rude disdain, 

And though by thankless men revil’d, 
Resisted not again. 






“« Thou too art placed where many a foe, 
Tby fall would gladiy see ; 

With cautious care avoid their wiles; 

As l withdrew frota thee. 







“ Deign to be taught, tho’ blooming nowy 

Soon thou wilt bow thine head, 
A chilling band will touch thy frame, 
And lay thee with the dead.” 







“Thanks, gentle moralist,” I cried, 
“ Still to my thoughts be nigh, 

Each day the solemn truth repeat— 

Remember thou mast dis.” 
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Bat souls by Jesus lov’d, shall live 

When winds.and storms are o’er, 
Where no base hand or cruel blast, 

Shall e’er assault them more.— Relig. Rem. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMN. 


Wher Jesus left his heav’nly throne, 
And dwelt with men below ; 

It was his glorious work to bless, 
And happiness bestow. 


The poor:and wretched claim’d his aid; 

_ Nor sought relief in vain ; 

While parents own’d his gracious help, 
He blest their infant train. 


And now tho’ Jesus reigns above, 
He makes the poor his care ; 

Their helpless children still he owns, 
And we his goodness share. 


Untaught, and prone to ways of sin; 
We were a wretched race ; 

But now kind pity’s voice we hear 
That calls to wisdom’s ways. 


Now are we taught to read that word 
Which makes the foolish wise ; 

O may we know a Saviour’s name, 
And learn his worth to prize. 


While here we keep the sacred day 
That saw-the Saviour rise, 

May we on_earth his name adore, © 
And praise him in the skies.— 8. 





